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NOTE: 


In compiling the Seventy Five Years 
History of the First Baptist Church of 
Sister Bay, Wisconsin, the historical 
committee voted to include the Fifty 
Years History of the church which was 
compiled in 1927. The committee felt 
that this history not only revealed the 
past remarkably well, but that the print 
ingeofeitewas ginewtselteepart of the 
Seventy Five Years History. 


Since the 50 Years History was photo - 
graphed and then printed, the pictures 
are not as clear as those in the lat- 
ter part of the book. 
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FOREWORD 


Whosvever believeth on Him, Jesus Christ, shall 
not pertsh but have everlasting life, Jh. 3:16. 


Know ye not that so many of us as were bap- 
tized into Jesus Christ were baptized into His 
death? | Therefore we are buried with Him by 
baptism into death; that like as Christ was raised 
up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even 
so we also should walk in newness of life, Rm. 6:3-5. 

Upon this rock, (Jesus Christ) shall I build my 
church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail 
against it, Mt. 16:18. 

And Jesus came and spake unto them. saying, 
all power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. 
Gio ye therefore, and teach all the nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father. and the Son, and 
the Holy Ghost. Teaching them to observe al! 
things whatseever | command you; and lo, I am 
Wilh you always, even unto the end of the world. 
Amen, Mt, 28:18-20, 

This is the program the  Kaptist Church of 
Sister Bay, Wisconsin, has followed for these Fifty 
Years and cxpects tu continue as long as the head 
of the church, Jesus Christ Our Lord, permits. 


Rev. O. C. Wieden, pastor since May, lst, 
1026. 


taptist Church 


Home Department and 
Junior Young Peoples 


Mrs. O. C. Wieden, Superintendent fa 


the advisor in th 
society. 
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THE EARLY DAYS 


Then Samuel took a- stone, and set it between Mizpeh and Shen 
and called the name of it Eben-ezer, saying, Hitherto hath the Lord 
helped us, 1 Sam. 7:12. 

For who hath despised the days of small things? For they shall 
rejoice and shall see the plummet in the hand of Zerubabel with 
those. seven; they are the eyes of the Lord, which run to and fro 
through the whole earth, Zech. 4:10. 

This church has had its small beginning as well as other 
things, that have grown up to great might in this world. Mr. J. 
Larm has given some facts of the prehistoric period. He says that 
about the year 1860 a corporal from the Swedish army in Stock- 
holm, Sweden, Anders Seaquist arrived and settled at Ephraim, about 
3 miles from Sister Bay. As a believer in the Lord and His Word, 
this man began a Sunday School for the new settler’s children, one 
Sunday here and one there in the neighborhood. Everybody was 
glad of this beginning of religious work among the Swedes. 

The Norwegians had churches at Ephraim already, one Moravian 
and one Latheran. 

About the year 1873 Mr. John Anderson with family arrived. He 
also had the same faith, and had been preaching some in the old 
country. (Here Mr. A. settled and made his home till God took him 
home to glory in 1911). Seaquist and Anderson agreed to work to- 
gether for their Master and Saviour as much as their time and means 
allowed. They led the Sunday school work, did some preaching and 
bald atk! meetings here and there in the log cabina among their 

ends, 

Many families from the Town of “B”, in the province of Nerike. 
Sweden, arrived. Some of them were converted to the new life in 
Christ in the old country through the service of the great evangelist 
Eric Malm. Among these were Mr. Aaron Peterson and family, son 
in law to Mr. J. Anderson, A. Magnuson, J. P. Gothlin, Frederick 
Anderson, Malcolm Carlson, J. Erickson, C. P. Carlson from Uppland, 
Sweden, and Mrs. Gustaf Erickson from Chicago, etc. 


THE ORGANIZATION 


In the summer 1877 came the general missionary of the 
Swedish Baptist General Conference of America. Rev. A. P. Ekman, 
to encourage these scattered countrymen. He found already 8 
Baptists and advised them to organize themselves into a New Testa- 
ment Church. 

July 15th was set to take this historic step. At this meeting 
Rev. A. P. Ekman was elected chairman and A. Seaquist secretary. 
They came together, as the minutes say, to recognize each other as 
members in the church. Those present were: Anders Seaquist, John 
Anderson, Mrs. Maria Anderson, C. P. Carlson, Mrs. Loviga Peterson, 
C. J. Johanson and a danish sister. Mrs. Johnson. It was decided to 
complete the organization the 19th of the same month. At this 
meeting the same persons officiated as at the previous meeting. Rev. 
Ekman opened the meeting by reading 2 Cor. 6 and prayer by J. 
Anderson. Ekman spoke on the 14th verse how a member shall con- 
duct himself in the Church of God and the confession of faith by 
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Swedish Baptists in the old country was read and accepted. Six per- 4 
sons now gave their testamonies on their life in Christ to be baptized & 
and join the church. These were Aaron Peterson, Thom Pcterson 
Mrs. Sofia Seaquist, Miss August Erickson, Oscar Anderson and one - 
who’s name is left out from the records. (*). As the previous meeting 
was continued the 19th we may conclude that these 6 also belong to 
the charter members. Rev. Ekman baptized and welcomed them to 
the church. At this time the communion was served. for the first 
time. This took place at the home of Gunnarsons, a log cabin on the 3 
shore of Green Bay near C. R. Seaquists now owned by S. L. Larsons 25 
as a summer home. Ee 

J. Anderson and C. P, Carlson were elected deacons at the second “3 
meeting and A. Seuquist. secretary. Now the organization way com- & 
plete and has carried on a blessed work for 5°) lang years. Bat 

According to the record for Febr. 16, 1880 J. Anderson was also = 
elected to preach and to read some of Spurgeons sermons, when he “& 
saw fit at the meetings. This plan he filled very well for one year 


and six months to a great blessing; besides his farmwork. x 
J. Anderson was one of those that took the greatest interest in 24 


the church work and salvation of souls. He and his family, like =% 
others, sacrificed greatly to further the cause they loved. Brother 3 
Anderson’s faithfulness and willingness to serve were an inspiration 33 
to all who knew him. ‘ 

In the summer of 1880 came Rev. L. J. Ahlstrom, Missionary for ‘ 
Illinois and Eastern Iowa. He baptized Mrs. Mary (C. R.) Seaquist, 3m 
who has ever since been a faithful worker in the church and in our =e 
denomination. Be 

Year 1881 (Sept. 5) started a new period in the history of the —#3& 
church. This church with its few and far from wealthy members 7H 
decided “to call a pastor that should spend all his time for God on 24 
this field”. Looking back it seems as thougrh God had a man prepared :#ae 
for the work. This man was Rev. Charles Wassell. c 


He came from Westmanland Sweden, where he had heen mis- <3 
sionary for some time and also pastor, where he had suffered much “4% 
from the state church and the priests. Coming to Chicago on the 22 
way to Nebraska where he planned to make his home, he met Rev. J. 
Ongman, who told Wassell of the small struggling church at Sister <3 
Bay, Wis., and persuaded him to go out there and look the field 3 
over and see the church. He did so leaving his family in Chicago, “$s 
The Church was glad to see this Godsent brother and J. Anderson, Es 
who had been the leader for the flock, felt the time had come, when a 
he could be released frcm the responsibility of being the elder and = 
preacher. The church decided at the meetine Sept. 1881 to call Rev. & 
C. Wassell as its pastor with a salary of $200.00 cash and half the & 
house rent yearly. The members numhered only 18 with very @ 
meager incomes. J. Larm says that Mr. Wassell had to sleep the first 
nights in Sister Bay in the hay out in the barn at the home of a 
farmer at Rowlers Bay not far from Sister Bav. .Mr. Wassell ac- 
cepted the call from the church and with trust in Jesus Christ, and 
the brethern he went back to Chicago to bring his family here. The 
first weeks here the pastor’s family was invited to stay at the home 
of J. Andersons. Although a small house with few rooms these two 
families got along very well. They were knitted together in friend- 
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ship that has lasted ever since. 


*Some of these facts were given by Mr. Asron Peterson. 
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1927 


A Sesquist, first church cleri 
and first Sunday school super- 
intendent. 


The Rev. A. P. Ekman, organizer of the church. 


J. Anderson, Deacon for 33 Itev. ©. Wassell, pastor for 
years, and first preacher, 25 «years. 
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Mr. Wassell had now taken up his life work. Little did he know 
that the great Shepherd for the flock would keep him here for the 
next twenty-five years as the pastor, spiritual leader and advisor. 
Wassell soon realized that he could not support his family on the 
small salary. therefore he bought a farm, althouch he could rot take 
much time from his pastoral .duties. Here he lived 23 years. He went 
into the work with his great exverience. his persistence, trust in God 
and the help the members could give. He had strone convictions on 
the bible doctrine of conversion, baptism. church organization and 
that God would by these agencies establish his kingdom here at Sis- 
ter Bay. He succeeded very well and the church as well as the com- 
munity felt that they had a witness of God among them. He could 
cry with the sorrowing and unfortunate and rejoice with the happy 
and prosperous. He succeeded in leading many a strayed person 
right. He lived in a time when his methods were fully sanctioned and 
accepted. Since then manv changes have taken place. Now a large 
part of the church activities are carried on in the English language. 
If he could come back, he would h»rdlv know the church he served 
so long. The Sunday school and Y. P. work indicate this gradual 
growth and change. 

The church had a wide sanread influence by the meetings the 
pastor conducted at Ellison Bav. North Bay. Rowlers Bay and 
Ephraim also here and there wherever the homes were open for 
services. 


Pastor Wassell stayed on. faithful to his calling and exemplified 
the blessings of long service as a pastor and therefore the church 
can not agree to short pastorates. when evervthing js as it oucht to 
be. He welcomed to the church 184 persons. Of these 117 bv bantism. 
63 by letters and 4 on experience. During the same neriod 83 left 
the church: of these 71 by letters. some drooped from the record and 
12 were translated into the eternal clorv and rest in the creat bevond. 
When Wassell left here the membership was 119. At the age of 70 
years he resigned, but the church would not accept the resignation, 
but he stood fast in his decision that a younger and stronger man 
should take up the work. 

Rev. Wassell moved to his deuchter and son-in-law, Mrs. and 
Rev. C. Palm, Chicago. where he died 1914 »t an age of 89 vears. Mrs. 
Wassell two years lster was taken to the Lord forever from the same 
home at an age of 92 years. 

As the church had not changed pastors for so long a time it was 
not accustomed to call a new lender. Now the comparatively short 
pastorates began. 

Rev. L. J. Olson was elected to fill the vlace. He was called 
from the Swedish Baptist Church. Humbolt Park. Chicago. and ac. 
cepted this, to take up the work here Dec. 1. 1996. Soon after Rev. 
Olson took up the work the church decided. Febr. 18, 1997. to have 
one English meeting a month ard so the ouestion of usine two 
languages at the services was settled. A few vears later all the 
Sunday evening services were held in the lanenage of the land. So 
goes the language “Of the Honored and the Brave” where there is 
no emigration. 

Rev. Olson carried on work far reaching and effective. He had 

_the pleasure to welcome to the church 48 new members. Of these 42 
through haptism, 3 bv letters.and 3 restored. On the call from the 
Swedish Bsntist Conference to take up the missionarv work in the 
state Rev. Olson left July 1, 1909. He was the pastor here two years 
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“Rev. L. J. Olson Rev. und Mrs. A. E. Carlson 


and seven months. 

A call was now extended to Rev. A. E. Carlson, pastor at the 
Swedish Baptist Church, Marinette, Wis., which was accepted. The 
Carlson family was welcomed to the church in Aug. 1909. Carl- 
son took up the work with persistence and success. The fight was 
on between light and darkness as in all evangelical work. The Lord 
greatly blessed his service both in the church and the community and 
a goodly number united with the. church. 

Mr. Carlson also had English services at Baileys’ Harbor as often 
as the time allowed. He welcomed to the church 60 new members. 
Not less than 55 came by baptism, 3 through letters and one restored. 
The pastors family had a very good influence all around. Mrs. Carl- 
son rendered a fine service by her talents especially her splendid 
singing, that many yet remember with joy. In July 1914 he left for 
Arthur, Iowa, where he had accepted a call. 

Again the church had to look for a pastor and leader and found 
one in the Swedish Tabernacle Church, Chicago, Rev. Eric Anderson. 
This young man was just ready to take up the work, when the former 
pastor left. The new family soon felt at home amniong these social 
and intimate country people. Anderson received great encouragement 
in his work whereas quite a few came to the faith in Jesus Christ and 
joined the church. He welcomed 40 new members. Of these 37 by 
baptism, 2 by letters and one restored. 

During this time the new house of worship was erected at Sister 
Bay, which was dedicated almost free from debt. Anderson carried 
on the work with great enthusiasm both in collecting funds for the 
new building as well as working with his hands besides attendi 
the spiritual needs among the people. At the call from the Swedis 
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The Rev. E. Anderson with family at the time when they 
left Sister Bay. 


Baptist Church, Denver, Culo., Anderson left in Febr. 1918. 

The call was now extended to Rev. J. S. Lundgren, Galesburg, 
Ill., to become its pastor: He accepted this invitation and with the 
family arrived in July 1918. He was soon loved and honored as his 
predecessors. He took up the work with full assurance of success and 
the people co-operated with great delight. His stay was short, only 
a little over two years. During this time he welcomed to the church 
16 members and of these 7 came by baptism, 8 on papers and one 
restored. The call from Swedish Baptist Church, San Fransicg, Cal., 
was accepted by the pastor, and he left in the summer, 1920. 

Several calls were sent out with no result till Rev. N. W. Nelson, 
Gladstone, Mich., promised to come in May 1921. Although without it 
pastor for half a year the church was in the very best condition, 
when the new pastor arrived. Mrs. N. W. Nelson was well equipped 
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for her position as she had been a former missio . Again 
work prospered and Nelson welcomed 40 new morheres Beibestion 
33, 4 by letters and 3 restored. At this time a large church building 
was erected at the out-station, Newport, about 9 miles from the 
church at Sister Bay. This building complete cost $12,000.00. The 
pastor rendered good service in the building project. On the call 
from the Bethel Baptist Church, Minneapolis, inn., Rev.’ Nelson 
left he the middle of Nov. 1925, after a stay of 4 years and 7 
months. 

At this time the church called an Evangelist, Rev. J. A. Shall- 
man, to serve while the church was looking for a new pastor. Mr 
Surat rendered fine service and everybody was pleased with his 
WOrk. 


A call was extended to Rev. O. C. Wieden, New Sweden, Maine 
pastor of the Baptist church at that place for more than 15 years. 
The call was accepted and Rev. Wieden promised to come the lst of 
May 1926. He with his family arrived at the appointed time. The 
work was in the very best condition, with all the organizations united 
and ready to go forward under their new leader. Since May 1st, 
1926, 29 new members have been added to the church. Of these 23 by 
baptism, 4 by letters and two on their testimomies. During the same 
time 14 have gone out from church. Four with letters, five names 
have been dropped and five been translated to the eternal rest and 
glory by death. ; 

In all these Fifty Years that have passed about 498 persons have 
been united with this church. Of these 314 came by baptism, 85 by 
letters und 15 on their confession of faith. Not less than 300 have 
left the church by letters, dropped out, or have been called to be home 
with the Lord forever. The church has now the largest membership 
since its organization 50 years ago, 198 members. 

Among others that have served the Lord here as leaders and 
preached the Gospel are the following: Deacon J. A. Carlson, who 
for many years served as the preacher and Sunday school superinten- 
dent at Newport and also supplied now and then at Sister Bay very 
acceptably. Deacon Fred Dahlstrom as the vice chairman has led 
many prayer meetings as well as other services when the church has 
been without a pastor. 

Revival campaigns have been carried on now and then with assis- 
tance of Revs. J. P. Sundstrom, O. Ellison, L. J. Olson, all these 
splendid missionaries of the Wisconsin Swedish Baptist Conference. 
Also the Evangelists J. A. Freeman, 4 series, David Anderson, J. A. 
Shallman and others. 

Members who have rendered more than 8 years service in various 
positions: 

Rev. Charles Wassell, pastor twenty-five years. 

Mr. John Anderson, deacon 3:3 years and preacher for some time. 

Mr. Axel Anderson, deacon 18 years and S. S. Supt. 29 years and B 
4 months. E 

Mr. Arthur Anderson, deacon 10 years. (Arthur is the grandson : 
of J. Anderson.) . 

Mr. S. Burgeson, dexcon 19 years. 

Mr. Maleolm Carlson, deacon 35 years. 


Mr. J. A. Carlson, deacon more than 17 years, S. S. Supt. at New- 5 
port for many years, and S. S. teacher more than 17 years. = 
Mr. Fred Dahlstrom, deacon more than 8 years, S. S. teacher more is 


than 42 years. 
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C. R. Scaquist, Deacon fo: _ Mrs. C. R. Seuquist, Church 
nearly 265 years, and Church Clerk for many years and Preyi- 


Clerk for more than 34 years. dent of the Mission Circle. 


Mr. August Erickson, deacon more than 8 years and the Male * 
Chorus leader for many years. =. 

Mr. Gustaf Isaacson deacon 17 years. = 

Mr. August Johnson deacon 18 years. 

Mr. Gustaf Jacobson deacon 15 years, 6 months. 

Mr. C. R. Seaquist deacon 24 years, 6 months and church clerk 


34 years and 5 months. 
Mr. John Seaquist deacon 10 years and S. S. Supt. more than 10 
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years, besides a long time as a §. S. teacher. a 
Mr. August Swenson deacon 17 years. 2 
Mr. John Lagerquist had charge of the church treasury for more 4 

than 32 years. 5 a 
Mrs. C. R. Seaquist, church clerk 15 years. re 
Mrs. Aaron Peterson, Sr., president of the sewing society about ‘4 

25 years and Mrs. Gunder Anderson president of the mission circle A 

for many years. 

3 
F. Dahlstrom, Sunday School J. Layerquist, Church Treas- 
Teacher for more than 42 year uree for more than 32 ycars. 
and Deacon for eight years. 4 
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All these have faithfully served in different ways more than 8 
years. Many others have done their best or else the work would 
not have -had the success it has. Some of the members have rendered 
great service under the far from favorable circumstances. To Jesus 
Christ, the head of the church, give thanks for His leading in the life 
of every consecrated follower. 

We cannot forget our Sunday School Superintendent J. R. Seaquist 
in the Sister Bay Sunday school and H. F. Voight at Newport, as well 
as our 16 or 17 teachers at Sister Bay and 7 or 8 at Newport. They 
all rendered splendid faithful service through which the church can in- 
fluence the homes.. The church could not carry on the work it is doing 
now without this splendid group of Sunday school workers. Mrs. 
Gust. Carlson, superintendent for the beginners, and Mrs. J. R. Sea- 
quist for the primary department and also Mrs. O. C. Wieden, super- 
intendent for the home department. Nearly all the Sunday school 
teachers and other workers are direct results of the Sunday school 
work in the past. 

The Male Chorus with its efficient director, August Erickson, has 
rendered a- fine and unmeasurable service to the church for many 
years. They will sing at any time and at any service. They are often 
called upon also at. extra occasions, to great help and inspiration, 


THOSE THAT HAVE GONE OUT TO 
PREACH THE GOSPEL FROM 
THE CHURCH 


1. Mr. and Mrs. Charles 
Palm had been members for 
some years when our Brother 
felt the Lord had called him 
to go out and preach the 
Gospel. Therefore he and 
his wife, a daughter to Rev. 
and Mrs. C. Wassell, left 
for St. Paul, Minn., 1884 
where Mr. Palm entered the 
“Swedish Baptist Theological 
Seminary and graduated in 
the spring 1887. Ever since 
that time he hag served his 
Master very faithfully and 
obedient to this high calling, 
as a pastor in_ several 
churches and missionary a 
number of years, and these 
last years pastor at Silver 
Hill, Ala. 

2. The next that heard 
the Master's call was John 
Paul Erickson, a former Sun- 
day school boy here. Convert- 
ed for some time was ba 
tized here by the grand old 
spiritual father, Rev. C. Was- Reale eee cick 
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Rev and Mrs. Charles Palm. Mrs, Palm is a daughter of the Rev, C, Wasseell 


sell, Jan. 1, 1902. He was recommended by the church to our Swedish 
Theological Seminary at Morgan Park, Ill., Apr. 16th, and entered in 
the fall the same year from where he graduated in the spring 1909. 
He has rendered a splendid service for his Master as pastor and 
for the last 5 years as the superintendent for our Swedish Baptist 
Mission work in Canada through our General Conference. This place 
Mr. Erickson has filled with real honor to the Lord and the denomina- 
tion, on this large field. 


8. David Carlson was converted as a boy and baptised by Rev. 
Wassell July 23rd, 1899. On the recommendation of the church he 
entered Shurtleff College, Alton, IIl., Oct. 1908, where he spent 6 
years. He took there his preparatory course and the full college 
work. After the graduation he went to the Baptist Seminary Roches- 
ter, N. Y., where he had to leave in a short time on account of sick- 
ness. After a few years, for us it seems altogether too soon, he was 


Page 14 


= 
ee 

z 
i 
= 
Lt 
he 
ey 
Pee 


t 
i 


.. SISTER BAY BAPTIST CHURCH HISTORY 1927 


called td be with the Lord for ever in Nov. 
1918. He was a young man that took Christian- 
ity seriously and tried to prepare well for his 
intended service, but God had other plans for 
him to which our Brother was willing to sub. 
mit. 


4. Miss Ellen Carlson, who graduated 
this spring, 1927, from Bethel Academy, St. 
Paul, Minn., with high honor and scholarship 
to enter college, enters this fall our missionary 
training school at St. Paul. After finishing 
this course we expect to see her enter the 
Lord’s service wherever he leads her. The 
church wish all those that are so called in a 
special way by the Saviour and Lord, great 


David Carlnon success and God's choicest blessing. 


SUNDAY SCHOOLS AND OTHER 
ORGANIZATION 


Sunday School at Sister Bay 


As we have already stated, when Anders Seaquist arrived about 
1860, he began a Sunday. school among the new settlers’ children. At 
the arrival of John Anderson some years later, he was assisted in this 
noble work and Mr. Anderson also preached as occasion required. 
The Sunday school work had now begun although in a small measure. 
Another man, C. J. Johanson, took part in-this important work at 
the beginning. 

Jan. 28th, 1880 the church decided to organize a Sunday school 
although the prework had been carried on for some years. C. P. 
Carlson was elected the firat superintendent and teacher. Afterwards 
six brethern have served in this capacity, namely J. P. Gothlin 2 
years and 4 months; C. Palm 1 year and 9 months; A. F. Magnusson 
2 years and 8 months; C. Wassell 4 months; Axel Anderson 29 years 
and 4 months; John R. Seaquist since the first of Jan. 1917. 

This is the Nursery for the church from where the best trained 
members for the service come. The last 25 and 30 years show this 
to be true. To ignore the Sunday school work shows a misunder- 
standing of this magnificient foundation-laying agency for christian 
character and the source from which christian service will flow in 
later years of life. By this service the whole membership has been 
touched and many outside families have been influenced. 

Until about nine years ago, the international Sunday school les- 
song were used. Then the school was reorganized and the so-called 
graded system was taken up in all except the four adult clasees. 


This system has proved to be very satisfactory. 


Tn the graded system the Sunday school lessons are adapted to 
the age and development of the children’s minds to assist them to 
grasp the meaning of the word of God better than in the old system. 

Four classes have organized themselves with president, secreta 
and treasurer, and have taken their own names; Ezra Bible class wit 
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Gust. Carlson as the teacher; Kings Daughter with Mrs. Henry John- 
son as the teacher; Constant Workers with Mrs. Reuben Seaquist as 
the teacher and the Sunbeam with Mrs. O. C. Wieden as the teacher. 
Kings Daughter has regular meetings the 3rd Thursday in every 
month and do sewing for Klingberg’s Childrens Homes and also 
practice other good causes, 

Since Jan. 1st, 1917 the English language has been used almost 
entirely except in the two old adult classes that still are Swedish. 

There are two departments that do not attend the Sunday school 
sessions, these two are the Cradle Roll in charge of Mrs. Gust Carlson 
and’ the Home Department in charge of Mrs. O. C. Wieden. The 
Sister Bay Sunday school has an enrollment of about 300 in all de 
partments. 


Newport Sunday School 


Rev. John A. Carlson began the work here in the spring 1907 
as the superintendent and teacher. For several years this school has 
follgwed the same plan as in Sister Bay, with full satisfaction to both 
the children and the older people. Mr. Harry F. Voight is the 


Mr. and Mrs. Henry F. Voight. Mr. Voight is Superinten- 
dent of the Sunday School at New port. Mrs. Voight is Super- 
intendent of the Primary Department of the Sunday School at 
Newport. 
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Mrs. Gust Carlson, Superin- 
tendent of the Beyinners and 
Cradle Roll Departments. 


ARES AH Me oP REER 


Mrs. J. R Seaquist, Superintendent of 
£ the Primary. Department. 


BS 

a 

BS 

# 

s August Erickson, director of Bs 
4 the Male Chorus. 


J. R. Seaquist, Sunday Schocl Supere 
intendent and Organist 
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superintendent and also a teacher where he is carrying out an exten- 
sive work. Here also are some organized classes as well as Home 
Department in charge of Mrs, Anna Tonberg and the Cradle Roll in 
charge of Mrs. Richard Johnson. Mrs. Harry F. Voight, superin- 
tendent of the Primary Department. About 100 are enrolled in all de- 
partments and the school as a whole is carrying on a very good work 
in reaching out to the entire community, for which we will give the 
Lord God honor and glory. 


Rev. J. A. Carlson, first Sun- 
day School Superintendent and 
one of the Deacons at New- 
port Rev. Carlson was or- 
dained ameng the Dane-Norwe- 
vian Haptists and served as a 
pastor for their church on 
‘Washington Island a number 
of years. He is well liked as 
a preacher and conducts meet- 
ings any time when it is re- 
quired. 


WOMEN’S ORGANIZATIONS 


A Sewing Society was organized about the same time as the 
church began its work here. They had their regular meetings and 
sewed many useful articles to be sold at so-called auctions or bazaars 
and by that way partly support the Lord’s work at home and abroad. 
By these they assisted the church in many ways. After some years 
they began to see that it was neither scriptural or spiritual. So they 


Mrs. Erickson, a faithful Mrs. Gunder Anderson, Presi- 
worker and supporter for many dent of the Mission Circle for 
ycara, many years. 
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Mr. and Mrs. Aaron Peterson. Mr. Peterson was 
; the oldest member at our Fiftieth Anniversary. He 
Fe is 80 years old. Mrs. Peterson was president of the 
& Sewing Society for more than 25 yenrs. The organi- 
I zution has disbanded. 


ceased this method and many members are taking up God’s system of 

giving, “The tithing”, which is recommended by all who study God’s 

~ plan of giving. 

iS Mrs. Aaron Peterson, Sr., a godly sister in true sense as well as 

> many of the members, was a faithful president of this society for 

* 25 years. She was called to te with the Lord forever in Aug. 1908, 
after a long and happy service rendered her Master. 

Truly this was a very important period in the finances of the 
church work. March 7th, 1912 this society was united with the 
Mission Circle. 

The Mission Circle was organized 1889 and its purpose was by 
free will giving to collect money for forcign missions. For several 
years a bible woman in India was supported. The working order 
was changed when consolidation was effected. One offering in every 
quarter is taken up for foreign mission and the rest goes to support 
the home work together with the church unless otherwise decided. 

As the president for this society for many years, was our beloved 
sister, Mrs. Gunder Anderson, up to the time when she also was 
translated to the life beyond the earthly limit. Dec. 2nd, 1926 Mrs. 
Marv Seaauist was elected and has served very efficiently. 

The first Sunday evening in every quarter they are having a 
Be tener, program of singing, readings, speeches, or steroptican 
ectures. 
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The Mission Circle at Newport 


Some time after the. Sunday school 
took up the work this society was organ- 
ized. During this time the Circle has 
carried out a splendid service through 
its faithful members in assisting any- 
where they can. The money is collected 
the same way as in Sister Bay by free 
will offerings. No dues, no taxation. It 
is encouraging to see the interest shown 
by the members as well as others. Their 
regular monthly meetings the 2nd Thurs- 
day, when invitation is extended by the 
hostess not only to the members but 
also to other neighbors and friends. The 
pastor is expected to attend and give a 
speech on some practical subject. Mrs. 

Mire Anse Gok eee Anna Tonberg has been its president 
of ‘the Mimtnicnleniee Saget for many years, and served well in that 
years. capacity. 


YOUNG PEOPLE’S SOGIETIES 


The Mustard Seed 


The first society, “The Mustard Seed”, was organized in the year 
1900. It was disbanded in 1915, after it had rendered a very good 
service. 

Another Young People Society was organized in Nov. 1923 and 
foretold of a bright future but soon began to decline in interest, at- 
tendance and service. After some time of splendid work its leaders 
went off to school or work and the work was discontinued. 


A Junior Young People’s Society 


At the annual meeting of the church January 1927 it was decided 
to appoint Mrs. O. C. Wieden, who had some experience in the young 
people work, to see if some kind of work could be taken up among the 
children and young people that belong to the church and other con- 
verted young ple that would like to unite in such a society. 

March 5th, 1927 a meeting was called and a Junior Young 
People Society was organized with 14 charter members, the age limit 
20 years. It has since grown until it now has 35 members. It 
receives persons that are converted and under 20 years, and are 
willing to help by testimonies, pravers and in any way they can to 
promote this splendid work among themselves as young people. Their 
meetings are interesting and full of life. They also take part at 
other services whenever they have a chance. 

At first the meetings were held Saturdav afternoons, but now 
every Sunday before the evening service in the church. We cer- 
tainly thank God for young lives closely connected with Him who 
understands the young people so well; and for the hove they bring 
parents and the church in which they without any doubt, in time will 
be'pillars. The young people need all the assistance and encourage- 
ment any one can give. é, 

The officers are: Glendon Wiltse. President; Miss Anna Fager- 
strom, Vice President; Miss Margaret Seaquist, Secretary; Mrs. 0. 
C. Wieden, the advisor. 
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BUILDINGS 


The first church building and the Wisconsin Swedish Baptist Conference to- 
gether with the Twentieth Anniversary celebration June 19, 1897. 


Baptiat Church, Sister Bay, Wisconsin. The second church building. 
¢ 
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Soon after the church was organized it began to think of erect- 
ing a house of worship. Those on the north of the field would like 
to sce a building there and those on the south side likewise at that 
part of the settlement. When Mr. H. J. Wiltse, father to deacon Elmer 
Wiltse. offered one acre of land to the church free of charge. they all 
seemed to le satisfied and gladly accepted the offer Dec. 6th, 1880. 
Now the location was agreed upon. It is just about % mile from the 
nost office at Sister Bay. A plan for the house 42x26 with 14 feet 
high posts, was accepted. This was a giant undertaking as _ the 
members were few and poor. It took some time before the church 
building was finished. 

In the 25th yearly report of the church work it says: “The church 
built its first house of worship 1882, which was so much finished that 
the meetings could be held there in the fail, but was not completed 
till some years later. In the vear 1888, Aug. 30th the Stables at the 
church were built to give shelter to the animals that brought the 
people to the church.” 


About 17 years later, in 1900, an extensive repair was done to 
the church building, because it nroved to be too small for the Sundav 
School and larger meetings. At the annual meeting of the church 
1902 it was decided to make another alteration with an extension of 
32x20 feet with a tower as well as new hbaptistry. This repair was 
completed the same year. With this addition it eave a seating capac- 
ity for about 300. “A warm interest was prevailing in raising money 
ond even many outsiders came willingly and gave freely”, says Mr. 
C. R. Seaauist in his interesting renort at the 25th anniversary cele- 
bration. At this celebration June 22nd, 1902 the now enlarged church 
was dedicated. A great work surely in trust of the Lord. This 
repair had cost $2,500.00 besides a ereat deal of free labor, but the 
church was dedicated free of debt. The new church gave new inspira- 
tion and new hope in the work. 


At the business meeting February 17th, 1901 it was decided to 
have a birthday festival. when every person attending should give one 
cent for each birthday they had, and this fund to be used for erecting 
a parsonage. At the annual meeting 1904 Mr. H. J. Wiltse again 
donated a lot % of an acre of land and this donation was also received 
with great feelings of appreciation to the donor. April 16th, 1905 
the house was under construction and Rev. C. Wassell promised to 
nut in the furnace on the condition, that the house should be finished, 
hefore November first the same year. The church agreed on that: 
hut. on account of something that prevented the work the house was not 
finished at that time. Anyway the pastor’s family moved into it in 
the fall and lived here about a year when the. dear old saint and 
pastor resigned and left the care of the flock. 


Again the church building was: not large enough, because the 
work had grown faster than was foreseen at the last repair. The 
Sundav School cried for more room again. September 1915 it was 
decided to build a new church, although at first it was*thought hest 
to repair and make an addition once more. A committee was ap- 
pointed which submitted a plan for a new building at the October 
meeting. This plan was accepted and it was decided to erect a new 
meetine house. The last meeting in the old church was held March 
12th. 1916. The new church building was ready and dedicated the 
Inst Sunday in June, in connection with the annual meeting of the 
Swedish Baptist Wisconsin Conference. Some debt was on the hnild- 
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ing at the dedication. It was a great undertaking to put up so large 
a building in little more than three months. Rev. E. Anderson took 
great interest in this building proposition, which is mentioned on 
page 9. 

Now the church had a fine house to worship in, and a fairly good 
<- parsonage (it has been improved since), and with a pastor tull of 
ambition in the lead, could throw himself into the work for salvation 
of lost souls with the power and wisdom God would grant a direcl. 
evangelical service. Although the church has been erecting so many 
buildings, it looks as though more room will ke needed soon, as the 
Sunday School is growing every year. Again a building committee 
was appointed June 28th, 1925 to see about getting more room for 
the work. This committee is still at work. 

At the yearly meeting 1927 it was decided to alter the front of 
the auditorium and the work was left to the Male Chorus to do as 
‘they saw fit. These young men_ subscribed both labor and money 
and went on to finish the job. They moved the so-called song plat- 
form fr.m the back of the pulpit to the left and made a fine Sunday 
School rsom where the platform had been, and also built a new 
baptistry, which was dedicated Easter day this year (1927) when > 
persons were buried with Christ in baptism, Rom. 6:3. This im- 
provement was very much appreciated by everybody. 

Something new occurred Sunday, July 3rd, 1927, when a special 
dedication was held, at the morning service. “Axel Anderson Memorial 
Room” was opened for service. This room was built and donated to 
the church by Mrs. Anderson and the children, as a loving memory 
of a beloved husband, father and Sunday School superintendent as 
well for almost 30 years. It certainly was a very appropriate mem- 
orial, very much appreciated especially by the Sunday School. The 
room will be used by the Beginners department. 

The dedication service was as follows: The School Superintendeni 
John R. Seaquist Iced in prayer and “The Beginners Class” marched 


The Sister Bay Parsonage and surroundings, taken in 1915. _ 
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Mr. and Mrs. Axel Anderson. Mr. Anderson was Sunday 
School Superintendent for nearly 30 years and Deacon for 1% 
years. Mrs. Anderson is donor of the Memorial Room. 


into the room together with their teacher, Mrs. Gust. Carlson, Axel 
Anderson’s daughter. This class now took the room in possession. At 
the close of the Sunday School session J. R. Seaquist, Fred Dahl- 
strom and the pastor spoke. Seaquist and Dahlstrom had been work- 
ing together with Anderson in the Sunday School for many years and 
brought out many attributes and valuable lessons from this consecrated 
life as a great inspiration to the Sunday School and its teachers. The 
Male Chorus gave several fine selections. Mr. A. E. Holstedt, Chi- 
cago, director for the Diamond Jubilee Chorus, gave a well selected 
vocal solo, Mrs. Holstedt at the piano. Mrs. O. C. Wieden read a 
poem written by Anderson’s great and intimate friend, C. R. Seaquist, 
in honor of Anderson at some special occasion, April 25th, 1917. It 
may also interest the reader of these lines to know, that Anderson 
and Seaquist were converted to a new life in Christ at the same time, 
were baptized at the same time and joined the church at Sister Bay 
together. Here they stood sxle by side serving the Master till they 


both also the same year, 1926, had a higher call to be with the Lord 
forever. 


At the business meeting in July the church formally accepted 
this gift with tender feelings und sincere thanks to the donors. 
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At Newport 


A German-American Baptist church had been in existence for 
many years but had disbanded. Many of the Scandinavian people 
lived there and the church at Sister Bay saw a field for a mission 
to be opened. Therefore the church decided Feb., 18th, 1907, ‘during 
Rev. L. J. Olson’s pastorate, to take up the work and April 22nd de- 
- eided to rent the old Baptist ‘building at that place for five years. 

At this time the building had been taken over by the Wisconsin Baptist 
State Convention, as the work was given up by the German church. 
Olson had meetings very often nt Newport, and the people valued 
his visits very much. 

Aug. 21st, 1916, the church decided to buy this old church build-: 
ing for $100.00 and to take up the work at Newport permanently 
which they also did. Now they had two houses of worship and two 
large ficlds to carry on the work upon. Mr. Anderson, then pastor, took 
up the work with great enthusiasm and many souls were converted and 
joined the church by baptism and some by experience. The building 
was in need of extensive repairs and was still insufficient for .the 
work. A building committee was appointed Jan. Ist, 1923 and a plan 
accepted Oct., 28rd, 1923, and the work started so the foundation was 
ready before the end of the year. The plan was so changed that 
the building finished cost $12,000.00. 

During the spring and summer of 1924 the building was erected 
and the dedication was held Aug. 24th the same year. The churck 
had a promise of $1800 from the State convention, but owing to some 
misunderstanding this money was not to be had and therefore it 
was decided that the church take care of the whole debt of $3,000.00. 
Of this sum $1000.00 was paid in 1926. “The Fra Bible Class”, of 
young married and unmarried men ia Sister Bay Sunday School in- 
stalled an electric light plant. This was greatly appreciated by the 
people at Newport. 


The work is nearly as well organized as in any independent 


Baptist church ut Newport. Dedicated Ausr. 24, 1924. 
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Sd with men and women consecrated and well qualified for the 
wor 

One characteristic in the church has prevailed all these years 
that the people have tried to support their own work alone with the 
exception of a few years when aid was received from the American 
Baptist Home Mission Society, New York. The church has never 
asked for money from other churches; but helped churches caat and 
west, north and south. 

The church now possesses property worth about $28,000.00 with 
$2,000 debt. This faithful company of God loving people with its 
leaders have succeeded financially as well as spiritually. We certainl 
have a great reason to praise the Lord at this FIFTIETH ANNI- 
VERSARY for them all. He ony shall have the honor and the glory 
Ae 3 ag) sa: of rendering Him this splendid service in and by 
the church. 


ITS DEVELOPMENT WITH OTHER 
BAPTIST ORGANIZATIONS 


The relation with the Wisconsin Baptist State Convention has 
been the best according to the minutes from the past. The Ameri- 
can Baptist Home and Foreign Societies have always taken a great 
deal of interest in the work among the Swedish people both in this 
country and in Sweden. The church received from 1882 to 1892 in- 
clusively, about $1100.00 from the Home Mission Society in New 
York. What would this struggling church in this hard period have 
been without this financia] aid? Looking back on these years we 
praise the Lord for those frzenda in need. They are remembered 
with gratitude and special recognition. 

Our Theological Seminary as a denomination was supported al- 
most entirely the first 50 years of its existence by the American 
Baptists. he Theologial Seminary in Sweden was aasisted even 
longer by the American Baptist Missionary Union. 

Wisconsin Baptist State Convention has also been very 
friendly to the work among the Swedish people and showed great deal 
of interest in sustaining these churches in the State by helping sup- 
porting their pastors and Conference missionaries. Of course in time 
they will reap. If not before it will be when the Swedish language 
in these churches no longer is needed. These churches believe in 


Bible whatever language they use. Therefore they sing: “O, Cling. 


to the Bible My Boy”. ; 

When the Wisconsin Swedish Baptist Conference was organized 
Sept. 22nd, 1882, this church was represented by its Pastor, Rev. C. 
Wassell. From that time on the church has taken an active part in the 
state work. The records show that the conference has met here four 
or five times for the annual meetings, although this place is in the 
corner of the field, quite a distance from the other churches. 

With the Swedish General Conference of America, the church 
has always had an intimate relation, Its Missionary organized the 
charch, and evet since, it has knowy, the a pert work among our 
people.in this country and on the foreign fields. The church took 

itt at the 50th Anniversary of our denomination 1902 as well as the 
Dison Jubilee at Chicago Aug. 21-28, 1927. 
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ITS FUTURE 


The future is just as bright as the Masters promises. It looks 


~. brighter now as the church is better qualified to carry out the Lord’s 


command. The field is larger and seems to grow every year, owing 
to the fact that Sister Bay has developed to be a real popular summer 
resort, where many people of different faiths are spending their vaca- 
tions. Also is the American language used in more than two-thirds 
of all the meetings besides the Sunday School with the exception of 
two classes at Sister Bay and the same language is used at Newport 


_ both in the meetings ss well as in the Sunday School with the ex- 


ception of one class. 

It is natural that the American language shall be used more 
and more:— 

First: Because the Swedish emigration has ceased. 

Second: Because this church is the only Baptist church in active 
service on the whole peninsula. 

‘third: Because nearly all understand English. 

Fourth: Because the children who understand { wedish will 
understand the religious service better in the language of the land, 
owing to the fact that they are studying, thinking and communing in 
this language. 

Therefore in the Name of our Lord we proclaim his wonderful 
Gospel in this the best way hy which we can serve Him, His church 
and the community. 


MANY REMARKABLE CELEBRATIONS 
HELD IN THESE FIFTY YEARS 


Besides conferences and evangelical campaigns the church has 
‘celebrated many of its anniversaries: 

The tenth anniversary June 24th, 1887. 

The twentieth, when the Wisconsin Conference was held here, 
June 19-21, 1897. ; 

The twenty-fifth, June 2nd, 1902. 

The thirtieth, Aug. 1907. 

The Fortieth, June 1918. 

The Fiftieth, Sept. 4-11, 1927. 

One half century has passed since this church was organized by 
eight persons who had consecrated themselves to the Masters service. 

Let us look with prophetic insight into the future of this church. 
We see that the Swedish language will be comparatively short lived 
here. The Spirit of Jesus Christ, the head of the church, may lead 
in the life of the pastor.as well as the people, the church will go 
forward in the things that concern the souls salvation and training 
for the Kings Business. They shall be saved from hidden rocks of 
modernism, formalism and worldly christianity. If the church con- 
tinues in the noble desire to bring the salvation to others, it shall be 
a beacon light for many sailors on the sea of life and shall be kept 
youthful, active, useful and loved by her Saviour and Lord. 

The Aim igs to be separated from the world, but still to carry 
out the Masters great commission to the world. “Go ye therefore, 
and teach all the nations, baptizing them in name of the Father, anc 
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all 
things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, T am with you 
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always even unto the end of the world. Amen. (Mt. 28:19,20) Yes, %& 
they shall be ‘one heart and one mind’.” c 

We are told of the church at Jerusalem that: They continued ; 
steadfastly in teaching of the Apostles, in fellowship, in breaking ° 
of bread and in prayers, and fear came upon every soul. Act. 2:42, 

The Lord says: “Behold, I heve set before thee an open door, 
and no man can shut it.” This is a door of opportunities, of service, - 4 
of success, of sacrifices and of great blessing. Hold fast that which & 
thou hast, that no man takest thy Crown. Jesus Christ said: “I am = 
coming quickly”. Rev. 22:7, 20. 


FIFTY YEARS 2 
As much as fifty years ago 
There were some Baptists, few 
In Sister Bay that started out a 
To serve the Lord and do. x 
They organized a little church : 
As the Bible says to do, 
They prayed and worked with willing hands Ss 
Tried winning sinners, too. 2 
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At first there were a struggling few 
Who trusted. in His might; 

He never fails a single one 
Who trusts Him day and night. 

They prayed for more and more did come 
And bowed at Jesus feet; 

‘But still we pray that more will come 
And His dear name repeat. 


It was our parents starting out 
Thats why we say it’s they 

But most are gone to Glory now 
So now it’s we, we say. 

The children have tak’n up the work 
And children’s children, too; 

And God is with us yet to-day 
And tells us what to do. 


Yet we are nothing in ourselves 
But God is all in all; 
If we would try to walk alone 
We would he sure to fall. 
But God has held us by His hand 
And led us fifty years 
And when we look back on that time 
There’s been more joy than tears. 


What joy it is to serve the Lord 
And always do Tis will 
Yer, do it as the Bible says 
And He will bless us still. 
Yes, we are happy in this work, 
As happy as can he, 
Rejoice with us God’s children all 
At this fifty-year Jubilee. 
—Mary Voight. 
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IMPORTANT ACTIONS 


Jan. 28th, 1880 the communion was discussed and it way decided 


Fe that the practice of the Bible should be followed, that the believers whu 
a were baptized by immersion should have right to partake. 


April 19th, 1886 and Nov. 8th, 1890 it was decided that members 


ee that leave this place and are not heard from for 6 months will be erased 


from the church books. 
Farewell festival for Rev. C. Wassell was held Nov. 1906 after 


©. 25 years service as the pastor. 


Feb., 18th, 1907 it was decided to have one English service a month 


.-and Oct. 17th, 1910 to have English services the first and the third 
= Sunday evenings in every month. Later all the Sunday evening meet- 
= ings were in the language of the land and Sept. 19, 1927 to have the 
es second Sunday forenoon meeting also in that language. 


April 22nd, 1907 it was decided to rent the Baptist church at New- 
port and Aug. 21st, 1916 to buy that church for $100.00. Feb., 21st, 


2 1910 that the communion should be served at Newport once a-month 


=. if our people there wish to have it so. Jan. Ist, 1920 it was decided 
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2 to build a new church at Newport. This building was dedicated Aug. 
‘=~ ‘24th, 1924. 


Mrs. August Swenson donated a fine organ to the church at Sister 
Bay Apr., 1916, which was received with thanks and gratitude. 

“The Axel Anderson Memorial Room” was accepted with great 
appreciation at the July business meeting and dedicated Sunday, July 
drd, 1927. 

A new first class piano was donated by a family at Gills Rock to 
the Newport church and was dedicated Sunday, Oct. 23, 1927, by a 
special service of piano solos by Mrs. W. Johnson and Mrs. Gust Carlson 
piano duet by Misses Grace Johnson and Rosalie Newman; vocal solo 
by Miss Ebba Anderson and a mixed quartette. The Pastor gave an 
address on “The Value of the Music at the Religious Services.” The 
donation was received in gratitude by the Sunday School as well as 
the church. f 

One family from the same place has financed the building of 
an up-to-date porch at the church at Newport, which was received 
by a hearty thanksgiving by the church as well as the outside friends. 

Many have donated money and labor tu build and for the upkeep 
of the valuable property the church possesses. We praise the Lord 
God for a people that are willing tu sacrifice. 
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PROGRAM OF THE FIFTIETH ANNIV ER- 
SARY CELEBRATION SEPT, 4-\\th, 1927 


SUNDAY—Sunday, Sept. 4 came with sunshine and fine weather. 

The celebration began in the Sunday School with an address by 
Ree A. E. Carlson ot Herdville, Nebr., one of the former pastors 

ere. 

After Sunday school Charles Palm of Silver Hill, Alabama former 
member delivered a very helpful sermon on: “The Uplifted Christ”. 
Joh. 8:28;12:32. 

I. Christ lifted up by His children. 1. In prayer; 2. In life; and 
3. In Service. : 

II. He promised to draw all. 1. by His Spirit; 2. By His Word; 
und 3. By His Church. 

III, Ho draws to Himself in order to give: 1. Forgiveness; 2. To 
give the Holy Spirit; and 3. To give instructions concerning the pres- 
enl and the future. 

At 2:30 p. m. a service was held with three speeches on “The 
Church of God.” 

“Its place in the community” by Rev. C. Pulm. 

“Its place in the Home Mission” by Rev. H. Litorin, pastor 2nd 
Swedish Baptist Church, Chicago, III. 

“Its place in the Evangelization of the world” by Rev. A. E. Carl- 


In these splendid addresses we learned that Christ expects to 
reat f out His work in this dispensation through His Church and de- 
pends upon that. 

At 8 p. m. Rev. Carlson preached on the subject: “A Searching 
Question” Matt. 22:42. The Scribes and Pharasees asked Jesus many 
questions in order to find some way of accusing Him—. This time Jesus 
asks them a question that can be applied to all: “What Think Ye of 
Christ?” 

Notice the Importance of Thinking 

Man is impowered to think. God holds him responsible therefore. 

There are many great leaders of thought, some lead to God and 
some away from Him. 

Many are they that don’t think seriously of their souls salvation 
and life safety. 

The Importance to Think of Christ 

Some peuple put off as Felix. 

Others say He is the Son of God. Joh. 5:17:18. 

He is man’s only Saviour—“For there is no other name—where 
by they can be saved.” 

He restores the guilty to God. “As many reccived Him gave He 
power to become the son of GOD.” 


How Important of Right Thought of Christ 


It is a personal question. As you think of Christ, so you think 
of sin. So you think of yourself. 

It certainly was a very reviving and helpful sermon indeed. 

MONDAY—Monday the “Labour-day” with a Sunday school pic- 
nic at Newport. A fine day and an excellent program in the churcii 
with the Supt. Harry F. Voight as the leader. Revs. Litorin, Palm, 
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This picture was taken at the Great Jubilec Day, Sept 10, 1927, ufter the 
celebration of the Lord’s Supper. 


A. E. Carlson and J. P. Erickson gave each a very appropriate 
speech. The social time was enjoyed by all present. 


TUESDAY—Tuesday afternoon the Church had its Anniversary 
Picnic at the State Park. Also a very fine and warm day. A short 
program first with Bible reading and prayer by Palm and Carlson 
spoke on Ps. 42:1 “As the Heart Panteth after Water—so my Soul 
After Thee O, God.” It is the souls desire to meet God. We are re- 
sponsible to help the children and our own family to find God and 
develop them in his service. It was a very searching thought and 
many felt guilty of neglecting this part of the service for the Lord 
and the people that do not know our precious Saviour. 

An enjoyable social time when all partook in the refreshment 
together free of charge. One of the most pleasant afternoons spent 
in this wonderful Gods nature at the shore of Green Bay that any 
one could wish. 

WEDNESDA Y—Wednesday evening was “the Sunday School 
Night”. Our Supt. John R. Seaquist lead the progrant. Rev. C. Palm 
gave an up-to-date Sunday school discourse. The subject was “Sun- 
day School in Relation to the Home and the Church”. 

The home must be interested and co-operate. 

Organized to meet the need of the service to be rendered. 

The teachers: To be prepared. To love the children, the Lord and 
the work. Teachers that do not love, have no business to teach. 

Buildings fitted for the work. At the close discussion on the sub- 
ject. 

THURSDAY—In the afternoon the Mission Circle at Newport 
met at the home of Gust Fanderi when Rev. A. E. Carlson and Rev. C. 
Palm spoke. Eveybody was glad to listen to these brethren and 
receive their greetings. 

In the evening it was “the Young People’s Night”. The program 
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was lad by Glendon Wiltze,. president of the Junior Young Pevple 
Society. Rev. J. P. Erickson was the speaker for the evening, and is 
a former Sunday school boy here in Sister Bay. His text was Phil. 
3:13,14, Leaving and Reaching. He spoke on the word “Prize”. 


P—stands for PURPOSE. Young people must have purpose or 
else you are at sea. 

R—stands for RESOLUTION. Resolve to serve everywhere you 
can do good. 

I—stands for INDUSTRIOUS. Don’t be lazy or you are good 
for nothing. Fill your place with ambition and the honor 
will be yours. 

Z—stands for ZEAL in the christian life and it will flow out in 
the service for your Master and you will grow in that which 
belongs to the Heavenly Father and His business. 

E—stands for EXPECTATION of success, of development and of 
reward. 

Mr. Erickson proved to be a fine speaker and it was a real de- 
light for the church as well as many other friends to see and listen 
to his preaching and teaching ability. It was an address well fitted to 
young and old. 

FRIDAY—Friday at Newport when Rev. Carlson spoke in the 
evening on “The Christ Lost”. Many persons are lovsing valuable 
possessions by being careless or indifferent. 

How Some Loose Christ 

Through neglect. What about you? Did you invite Christ to go 
with you? How could you get along without your friend? 

By not heeding to the cry of the soul your hungry soul. 

In peevishness, irritability, movies, dance, etc. 

Loosing Christ means lost opportunities, lost love, lost influence 
for goud and lost joy in Him. : 

Lost Christ in the Most Unlikely Place 

Some loose Him at home. 

Some loose Him in company among friends, or; 

They loose Him among the enemies to Christ. Mary lost Him in 
the Temple. 

His Mother Found Him “In the Temple” 

The Lord does not move away. 

You may have to go back a long ways. 

At the close Rev. Carlson showed by illustrations the greatness 
of keeping Christ, the wisdom of finding Him if you have had Him 
and an unspeakable damnation to meet eternity without Him. The 
large audience greatly appreciated the sermon. 


SATURDAY—Saturday was one of the greatest days of the 
celebration and shall never be forgotten by those who attended. This 
was the Church’s private meeting so called. It was opened by sing- 
ing a few songs and Scripture reading and prayer. Mr. Carroll Ham- 
mar was baptized by the pastor, whereafter Rev. E. A. Carlson gave 
un excellent talk on “The Church, the House of God” 1Tm. 3:14. It is 
the only organization God has ordained. Because of holding the bibli- 
cal view of the church our forefathers in Sweden suffered much per- 
secution by beimg put in prison by the State Church and its priests. 
First the Church as a house. ‘Ye are come unto the city of the living 
God and Church of the first born”, Heb. 12:22,23. For the second 
the church is likened unto ‘“‘As the body where Christ is the head” 
“And gave him to he the head over all things to the Church. which is 
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his body”, Eph. 1:22, 23. We may criticize the members and have hight 
to do so sometimes, but the head is perfect. Third. It is also likened 
to a Bride. ‘““‘Whosoever has the bride is the bridegroom”, John 3:29. 
“The gate of hell shall not prevail against it”, Mt. 16:18. At the close 
there were testimonies and prayers when many took part and praised 
the Lord for His wonderful way with this His flock for Fifty long 
years. ; 

The Communion was celebrated at the close of this session. This 
- was a wonderful occasion, when the presence of the Saviour was verv 
. real to all present. The one who had just been baptized was welcomed 

to the church together with his mother, who was converted many 
years ago in Sweden and baptized in Stockholm shortly after. The 
membership in the church here in Sister Bav had now reached 198 
in number. Before the bread was broken Rev. Carlson read the 
Scripture in Swedish and Rev. J. P. Er‘ckson read in English. The 
former led in prayer in Swedish and the latter prayed in English. 
Both broke the bread. Rev. C. Palm and the pastor O. C. Wieden 
took part in the same order at the serving of the wine. Four Deacons 
served and 119 took part at the Lord’s table. This remarkable session 
closed with a Love Feast in the din‘ng room. The whole day was 
really a climax. Many had never been at such a_ remarkable 
event before. 

SUNDA Y—Sunday. Sept. 11 came with ideal weather as well as 
the whole previous week. At the Sundav schorl Rev. Palm spoke in 
his splendid way with delight to evervbodv. At 11 a. m. Rev. A. E. 
Carlson delivered the so-called Jubilee Sermon. His subiect was: 
“The Echoes of the Gosnel”. 1Thess. 1-8 Bv the Troth. by the Faith, 
and Prayer, by the Giving and by the Hope. This sermon in part 
follows: 

“The word ‘sounded’ here. means resound, or echo. An echo is 
a repetition of a word exactly as it was spoken, and such is the mean- 
ing of this scr’pture. 

“T want to consider with you. some of the echoes, that this church 
hes sounded out in the vears past. and which we, as Christians. and 
followers -f ovr Lord and Master. are continually, expected ta make. 

Il. Firet ths church hee echoed 2nd is expected to make echoes of truth 

“The mission of the church was simnly to sound ot the work of 
the Lord: that is to tell the old, old story, of Jesus and his 
love avain and again. 

All truth sooner or later becomes an echo. One man makes ec 
scientific discoverv and those who follow him simnlv echo the dis- 
covery. Here and there a man makes an original historical discovery, 
and others echo it. Most of onr historins are the echoes of the state- 
ments of others. The attemnt to he absolutely original has spoiled 
many a good man: it has spoiled manv a good preacher; it has spoiled 
manv a Christian worker for efficient service. 

“What we need to do. now as of old. my friends. is to sound out 
the word of the Lord; to tell the story of the cross simply and often. 
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“Tell me the story simply 
As to a little child; 

For I am weak and weary 
And helpless and defiled. 


Tell me the story slowly, 
That I may take it in; 
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That wondertul redemption 
God‘s remedy for sin. 


Tell me the story often, 
For I forget so soon; 

The early dew of morning 
Has passed away at noon.” 


“The first pastor of this church was a past master in “sounding ou 
the word of the Lord”; that was the reason, yes the main reason, why 


he succeeded so well in laying a sure foundation, for others to build § 
upon. All honor to the faithful pastor for being loyal to the truth & 
always. Oh if we could only be contended to take God’s work and = 


thoughts and echo them, how fruitful our lives would be. 


‘ “It was God who gave the ten commandments to Moses, and = : 
‘Moses simply echoed the ten commandments to the people and from ame” 
that time to this, they have been echoed down the ages. The laws Same 
of all civilized nations are but the echoes of the ten commandments, 
“Thou shalt love the Lord, thy God, with all thy heart, and thy = 


neighbor as thyself.’ 


“Away back in the day of the Prophets it was said ‘The just shall z 


live by faith’ and Paul, a great many years afterward, sounded out 
the same truth he echoed the same principle and incorporated that 


principle into the New Testament. where it says: ‘Therefore justified sme: 


by Faith, we have peace with God, through our Lord Jesus Christ.’ 

“One day a monk was climbing Peter’s staircase in Rome upon 
his knees kissing each step and uttering a prayer. He heard a voice 
in his inmost soul that seemed to him a voice from Heaven. The 
voice said, ‘The just shall live by faith’. He rose to his feet and he 
walked down the stairs, and soon he went back to his own country 
and gave the people there the truth which he had received from God 
in Rome and the reformation was the result. Dear friends, the teach- 
ings of Martin Luther, which moved the world by their mighty power 
were onlv the echoes from the Scriptures—the word of the Lord. 

“William Carey, sitting on his cobbler’s bench with a darkened 
map on the wall and a small English grammar before him, studied 
about the heathen who had never heard of Jesus. He determined to 
obev the command of Christ. —‘Go ve into all the world and preach 
the cospel to every creature’, and when the opportunity came to him 
he preached his great sermon with two divisions. Expect great thines 
from God: Attempt great things for God. And the modem missionary 
~-e-amant is largely the echo of the sermon which was itself an echo 
of Gnd’s thoughts. 

“A young man in London, England, vears ago. went into a small 
mission church on a rainy Sunday and listened to an uncultured ex- 
horter as he with great earnestness spoke from the text:‘Look unto me 
and he ye saved, all ye ends of the earth’. and the result was the 
ecanversion of Charles H. Snurgeon. one of the greatest preachers 
thig world has ever known. Dear friend. God’s word will not return 
unto Him void: you are vourselves witnesses thereto in this place. 
it has accomplished wonderful things in this very communitv. and 
its echoes will be heard all over the world and down through all ages. 

Il. And then there 23 the echo of Faith and of Prayer 

“The echo of God’s word produces faith. Talking about the 
Bihle mav unsettle our faith. but proclaiming the Bible itself will 
confirm our faith. and the faith produced bv the word of God itself 
echoes the world. The earthquake which shook open the jail at Philip- 
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-pi was-an echo of the prayers of Paul and Silas. Pentecost was the 
-echo: of the ten day’s prayer in the uppor room. 
; “Mary, Queen of Scots, declared that she feared John Knox’s 

tayers more then she feared a thousand soldiers, and the reformation 
Scotland was the echo of the: prayer which was ‘overheard, ‘O, God, 
ive me Scotland or I die’. 

“The work of Judson, the great missianary, and his co-workers 

was the echo of the haystack prayer-meetings in Andover, Mass. 

“It is said that a company of Christians. years ago, met one eve- 
ning just before sunset on the hill overlooking the little town of 
Ongole, India, to pray for the salvation of the natives. They became 
"go interested that evening that they made that place an appointed! 
spot for prayer, and more then ten thousand were converted on that 
spot in one year; a blessed result of their prayers, an echo of their 
=: faith. Well do I remember, while serving 238 pastor for this Church 
= some one told me that your fatthful pastor Wasseil used to. direct 
f= and advise, that as the children became converted in the different 
= homes here, the parents should ask those children to take turns in 
& conducting the family devotions by letting them read the word of 
= God and pray, a very-good‘idea, teaching them to pray, making praying 
E>. church members of them from the very beginning of their christian 
e life, the very best thing to do; no wonder there have been souls saved 
& and added to the church from time to time, just as it should be, in a 
S live body of believers. My friends, it is wonderful what the Christian 
: faith can accomplish in consecrated service—and for those who hear 
FE and obey the voice of God. The great religious revival in Scotland, 
= in 1688, was brought about by the echo of one open-air sermon, a 
K sermon preached in the power of the Holy Spirit because the night 
© before, the Christian people spent several hours in prayer. By the 
direction of the Holy Spirit and the echo of that sermon five hundred 


BE souls were converted in one day in Scotts, in Scotland. A hundred — 


F- -years later, at Enfield, Mass., a similar power was experienced under 
» the sermon of Jonathan Edwards, on ‘Sinners in the Hands of an 
Angry God’. During that sermon strong men.-took hold of the pillars 
eof the Church as if to prevent their feet from sliding into hell, and 
F most of the congregation took hold of the back of the pews lo keep 

F on their feet. 

a “Where lay the power of that memorable sermon? It was in 

E the echo of a praying people in the town of Enfield, who spent hours 

in prayer the day and night before Jonathan Edwards preached 

sermon, ‘From them sounded out the word of the Lord.’ 

x Il]. And then there ig the echo of service in giving 

= It is said that the first missionary collection was a very small 

> amount, I think less than three dollars, but the echo of that collection 

=, is now heard in millions which are being poured into the treasury 
=. of the Lord. 

2 “The man who calls himself a lover of missions and flatters him- 
self that he gives ‘till it hurts’ and at the same time puts $1,000 into 
his automobile for every $100 he puts into missions had better either 

. revise his thinking. A man’s investment bespeak the man. If he 
has faith in the Church, he will invest in the Church; if he has faith 
in his children he will invest in his children; if he has faith in missions 
he will put money into missons;’if he has faith in humanity, he will 
show it by his investments. Money talks. The finest obituaries some 
men will have will be the record of their expenditures, wholly unself- 
ish and supremely Christian, and the most damning indictment some 
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others can have will be the pages of their cashbook and ledger. To 
have spent a fortune in trying to make the world better, to have re- 
stricted our personal expenditure in order that we might help those 
who are poorer then we, to have made our investments on the principle 
that it is more blessed to give than to receive, to have died poor be- 
cause we had spent a fortune in honest efforts to relieve distress and 


to build up the kingdom of God, and to lie at last in an unmarked. : 


grave because we did not leave enough money to pay for a monument 
may be sufficient to write us down as fools in the financial world; 
but such a man has not been a failure. There are treasures that 
neither moth nor rust can destroy; there are riches that no thief can 
urloin and no covetous hand despoil, and the man who places his 
nvestments where the Spirit of Christ approves need not worry about 
dividends. 
This Church has shown its willingness in sacrificial giving all 
the way. Well do I remember a conversation that I had with Brother 


C. BR. Seaquist, while I was serving as your pastor. You will perhaps 
remember that three of the five years that we spent with you, were 
very lean years. ae far as crops and temporal things are concerned. 
What the drought did not destroy the grasshoppers ate up, and the 
devastating hail storm finished it. Then once, in one of our many 
congenial and understanding talks, we used to have together, I men- 
tioned that ‘it no doubt would be hard for the Church to carry on 
ite ‘usual work for the year, since the crop outlook was so bad.’ ‘No 
need ‘to worry about that, the Church can borrow money to carry on 
its work if necessary’, was his answer. But the Church did mt have 
to borrow, I usually got my salary very promptly. This Church has 
built four houses of worship, in the last fifty years, three here and 
one at Newport, also an up to date parsonage and at the same time 
carried on the usual work, here, in the state and abroad, only the 
Grace of God has enabled you to do this, but may we always remem- 
ber that the hand that is opened to give, is in a position to receive 
also 


“And it certainly seems to me that this Church has a greater 
opportunity to do aggressive work. right now then it has ever had. 
May , dear folks, be able to grasp the opportunity and do your 
very Pest. When Christ urges to make unto ourselves friends of the 
mammon of iniquity. He means that we shall share our earthly pos- 
sessions with the ministers of God, with the widow, the orphan, the 
poor, the aged, the sick, that when we fail by death and our steward- 
ship js taken away from us, they may receive us into everlasting 
dwellings, into the mansions of the eternal kingdom of God. Behold, 
beloved brethern, the reward of ziving to God and neighbor. since we 
first have given ourselves to Him. It means our admission to 
Heaven. The hand of the voor receives the gift. the hand of Christ 
records it to our credit in Heaven. For remember. no service render- 
ed to man in the name of Christ can ever be lost. A cup of cold 
water will have its reward. 

“Have you had a kindness shown; pass it on, 

'Twas not given for thee alone, pass it on. 

Let it travel down the years, 

Let it wipe another’s tears; 

Till in Heaven the deed appears, pass it on.” 
IV. Then there are echoes of Hope 

“The coming King is the inspiration of our hope. We wait for 
the son of God from Heaven. Those of us, here tocay, who have been 
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saved through the sacrifice on the cross are looking for the glory ot 
Christ on His throne. 

“My dear friends, Jesus will come back again to this old earth, 
and it is our privilege to echo this hope so that all who believe in Him 


’ may be strong in faith and rejoice in the prospect of His coming. 


We hope that none here today, will be afraid at His appearing, or feel 
sad at the mention of His coming soon. A few years ago I attended 
a revival service in a certain town in Iowa, the Evangelist had for 
his message that evening, ‘The Coming of the Lord’, a very comforting 
message it was, at the close of his sermon he asked all those present, 
who would really be glad at the prospect of meeting our Lord and 
Master, to stand up, there were quite a few who stood up, but many 
who sat still in their seats, among them there was a certain man whom 
I know real well, a business man, an active church worker, yes a 
Sunday School Superintendent in one of the local churches. I 
stepped across to where he was sitting and asked him, Brother are 
you not a Christian? ‘Yes I think so,’ he said, ‘bat I don’t want to be 
a hypocrite, I could not say honestly that I would be glad and ready 
to meet the Lord right now.’ So there may be some, even in this 
audience, who like this brother would need some little time for prepar- 
ation in order to meet the Lord with a glad heart. Look well to your 
own condition of heart brother. Yes; 


‘Jesus’ coming back will be the answer to earth’s sorrowing cry, 

For the knowledge of the Lord shall fill the earth and sea and sky; 

God shall take away all sickness and the sufferer’s tear will dry, 

When our blessed Jesus will come back again.’ 

“This, is the Christians hope: Dear friends, let us all be faith- 
ful in ‘sounding out the word of the Lord’, until He comes”, Amen! 

This as well as the rest of the sermons and addresses were very 
helpful, instructive, inspiring and rzal food for the soul. The pure 
radiance of the cross of Jesus Christ seemed to shine through the 
whole celebration. 


At 2:30 p. m. we had the historical session with short addresses 
by the visiting ministers, relating to the time they lived here. The 
remarks by Rev. J. P. Erickson were very befitting as he is a former 
Sister Bay boy. He related many memories from his childhood days 
at this place as well as from the Sunday School, Young People society 
and as a member of this Church. From his beloved Sunday School 
Superintendent, Alex Anderson, from whom he did not only receive 
instructions but a great deal of inspiration in preparation for the 
work the Lord had in store for him. “So many memories from my 
early life”, he said, “wherever I go it tells me: ‘Do you remember, 
do you remember’!” The young peoples work had been very helpful 
to him and the saintly old pastor C. Wassell shall never be forgotten. 
Erickson left the word of God spoke to Moses: “Spoak to the children 
of Israel that they go forward.” Ex. 14:15. 

One of the oldest members present was Mr. Aaron Peterson, sr., the 
only living member that partook at the first communion of the 
church more than 50 years aa We were all so glad to see this 
brother and hear him praising his dear Saviour for the wonderful way 
God has led him and the keeping power he received from on high. 
Many took part and it was a review of the past indeed. We certainly 
thank the Lord for calling these faithful people and inspiring them to 
carry on this noble work all these years. What would the church 
have been today if they had failed to fill their places in their time, 
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or rejected the calling? Many greetings were read from absent mem- 
bers and friends, that thought of the church at this historical session. 
Historic sketches were read by Mr. J. Larm, a member for many 
years -and the paxtor. These reviews brought a great deal of new 
thoughts and renewed thanksgiving. 

The evening service closed this remarkable celebration. . Rev. C. 
Palm read the bible and lead in prayer. Rev. J. P. Erickson delivered 
the message and drew lessons trom: Jonah. his calling, his dis- 
obedience, his message and his dissatisfaction. Mr. Erickson showed 
the importance of obeying the calling of God. Be satisfied with God’s 
way and know it is impossible to run away from our responsibilities 
und our God. We shall meet them sooner or later. The service gave 
a very touching impression upon the large and thankful audience. 

Once more we will give the visiting ministers heartfelt thanks 
fur helping us to make the celebration so successful. 

Now and tben during these meetings we had the pleasure of 
listening fo the beautiful songs by our male chorus, mixed quartets, 
duets and also several solus by Miss Ebba Anderson. We are always 
thankful to our singers for the assistance they give to the work in the 
church services. 

By these historical sketches and the celebration the remembrance 
of these people for their loyality to God,-their Faith in Him, their 
latour with Him, their sacrifice for Him and Hope in Him and the 
great future beyond the time shall bring inspiration to coming gener- 
ations. A great work that always shall honor God and bring remem- 
brance of His Servants. The work that is left urges us to loyalty and 


to go forward. 


HISTORY OF THE FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF 


SISTER BAY, WIS. 
From 1927 to 1952 — 


The preceding chapters of this book tell of 
the organization of the church and relate the 
history of the first fifty years of its existence 
from 1877 to 1927. We will, therefore, go on from 
there and relate something of the history of the 
last twenty-five years from 1927 to 1952, 

At this 75th anniversary, as we look back at 
the small and seemingly humble beginning and then 


‘think of how the work has developed and grown and 


what has been accomplished, we would exclaim with 
the Psalmist, ‘This is the Lord’s doing;1it is mar- 
velous in our eyes‘, and we praise Him for it. 

At the Golden Jubilee in 1927 one of the ors 
iginal charter members, Mr. Aron Peterson, was 
still with us. At the time of his death he had 
been a member for 54 years. He was called to his 
heavenly home in 1931; therefore, at this time 
mone of the early pioneers remain. The one who is 
now the oldest in point of membership is Mrs. 
Hedeen Johnson. She was baptized October 25, 1894 
and has maintained a continuous membership' since 
then for 574 years. 

Eleven others have held membership for over 
fifty years: Mrs. Grant Anderson, Mrs. John Sea- 
quist and Mrs. Sam Erickson for 534 years; Mr.Sam 
Erickson, Mrs. Robert Carlson, Mr. Frank  Loger- 
quist, Mrs. Frank Logerquist, Mr. Sam Logerquist, 
and Mrs. Gust Carlson for almost 53 years; Mrs. 
Arthur J. Anderson for 52: years; and Mrs. Richard 
Peterson for almost 51 years. 

During the first fifty years the church had 6 
pastors. Several of these pastors and pastor’s 
wives have now gone to their eternal reward. Pas- 
tor Wassell died in 1914 and Mrs. Wassel] in 1916 
Mrs. L. J. Olson passed away in 1947; Mrs. A. E. 
Carlson passed away in 1925 and Pastor Carlson in 
1944; and Pastor J. S. Lundgren in 1950. 

During the last twenty-five years the church 
has also had six pastors. Pastor 0. C. Wieden came 
from New Sweden, Maine on May 1, 1926 and served 
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until Aug. 1, 1933, a period of seven years and 
three months, At the time of the Golden Jubilee 
he had been here one year. When Pastor and Mrs. 
Wieden closed their pastorate here, they retired 
from the active ministry and returned to Maine 
to spend their remaining years. Pastor Wieden 
passed away September 20, 1951. He welcomed 95 
into the membership of the church while pastor 
here. | 
During those years this church, together with 
the nation and the whole world, went through a 
great depression. The church finances sank to an al] 
time low level and considerable indebtedness was 
incurred, The pastor’s salary was reduced and even 
then was not paid. But as times improved the church 
pulled out of this discouraging situation; al] ob- 
ligations were met and by January 1], 1938 the church a 
was out of debt and financially in the clear again. | 
On Feb. 1, 1934 :# 
Rev. C.B. Sanders 
came from the Min- 
nehaha Church in 
Minneapolis, Minn. 
to take up the work 
here. That summer ; 
of 1934 the church E i 
conducted it’s first 4 
Daily Vacation Bible 
‘Schoo] with Pastor 
and Mrs. Sanders in 
charge. For several 
years Rev. Sanders +4 
‘conducted a Pastor’s 3 
Bible class with som 3 
of the young folks % 
completing a fulltwo @ 
‘years course.At vark 
‘ous times during 
these years the churd # 
held all day prayer 
+7 5 “meetings as a means 4 
C.B. Sanders of finding help to 
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solve our problems and to deepen the spiritual life, 
In 1934 an orchestra was organized under Mrs.Sanders' 
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leadership and Pastor Sanders acted as choir dir- 
rector for several years.During this pastorate 6/ 
were received into membership. After serving the 
church faithfully and efficiently for five years 
Pastor and Mrs. Sandersclosed their work here on 
Jan. 31, 1939, when they left to take up the work 
ins Jol 1eteeiie. 


After this the 
church called 
one of our old- 
er retired min- 
listers to serve 
as interim pas- 
tor. Rev.Anton A. 
Anderson came 
from Algoma, 
Mich. in June, 
1939 and served 
for one year 
and four months 
until Oc tresae 
1940.13 members 
were received 
during this tim 

Rev. Lawrence 
| PT -2 © 8) from 
Davenport, Iowa 
was then called 
to be pastor of 
Anton Anderson our church. He 


came to take up the work on Oct. 1, 1940. A new 
departure at this time was the decision to have 


religious instruction classes on released schoo] 
time. This was carried out in the winter of 1942 
and 1943. The classes were held in our church 
basement on Friday afternoons with Pastor Selin 
in charge. In Mar. 1943 a Junior Church was start 
ed which met downstairs during the regular church 
worship hour on Sunday forenoon, with Mrs. Sellin 
as leader. This was carried on later for a_ short 
time under other leadership but was disbanded in 
1944, In April 1943 Pastor Selin closed his past- 
orate here to take up an entirely different type 


of service. He answered the call] of our country 
to military service and entered the armed forces 
3 


to serve as chap- 
lain in the U.S. 
Army. 28 persons 
were added to the 
membership during 
Rev. Selin’s past 
orate of two yeas 
and seven months. 
Mrs. Selin stayed 
on for a few 
months.and helped 
with some public 
services and D.V. 
B.S. work etc. 
This was a great 
help to the church 
and was much  ap- 
preciated. 

Rev. Eric Scher- 
strom, who is re- 
tired and lives 
: in our community, 
Lawrence L. Selin was called to be 
pastor of our church, at least temporarily. He 
served three years, from Oct, 1943 to Oct. 6, 1946 
and 21 were received into membership during that 
time. Mrs. Scherstrom directed the choir for a 
time. On June 10, 1948 Mrs. Scherstrom passed a- 
way, quite suddenly and went to be with the Lord 
whom she had loved and served for many years. 

Rev. Aymond Anderson from Wilmington,Del. had 
now been called to be pastor and he began his 
work here on Oct. 13, 1946. He preaches the gospd 


with great power and has led the work very effick 


ently. During these five years 45 have been add- 
ed to the church. A Bible Class for children and 
youth over ten years of age has been conducted by 
Pastor Anderson during the last year. Both Pastor 
and Mrs. Anderson possess wonderful musical abil- 
ities and have added much to the services by 
their participation in music and song. We hope 
that their service here will be continued for many 


years to come. 
During all] these years, at various times spe- 
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cial services or revival campaigns have been 
held when we have been aided by visiting pastors 
or evangelists. Bible Conferences were held in 
May, 1936 with Rev. Eric Lindholm and in Oct.19X 
with Dr. Arlander and also in Nov. 1949 with Rev. 
Gordon Hasselblad. In the winter of 1926 Evangel 
ist J.A. Shallman assisted the church for two or 
three months while it was without a pastor. He 
also held meetings here in Oct. 1930. In June, 
1930 and August 1931 evangelistic services were 
conducted by Rev. Anton Cedarholm and Pat Malone 
was the evangelist at a campaign held in May 
1932, Others who have held special services in- 
clude Dr. Harold Wilson from Omaha, Neb. in May, 
1938; Evangelist David E. Anderson and Rev. C.V. 
Anderson at various times while they were mis- 
sionaries in our state; Rev Albert Peterson in 
Sept. 1950 and Dr. Jock Troup of Glasgow, Scot- 
land in Dec. 1951. 

We have in our General Conference an organi-+ 
zation called God’s Invasion Army, composed ef a 
group of young people who give one year’s time 
to full-time service for the Lord without finan- 
cial remuneration. In Dec. 1948 a group of these 
young people visited our church to hold public 
services and do visitation work. 

Through these varied efforts many have been 
brought to know Christ as their Savior and have 
been added to the membership of the church and 
the spiritual life of the church has been quick- 
ened, 

The total number of members received during 
the 75 years of the church s existence is 667. 
During the same years there has been a_ decrease 
of 420 by death or removal and the present’ mem- 
bership, therefore, is 247. 


Outreach in the Community 
Ever since the organization of this church 
it has engaged in many activities designed to 
reach out into the community beyond its immediate 
sphere. _ 
In the early days brother John Anderson con- 
tinued for many years to hold preaching services 
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in North Bay more or less regularly. Another Bro 
ther, John A. Carlson, who was converted in 1885 
in a Sunday School held in North Bay, became ver 
active in trying to spread the gospe] in the 
surrounding communities. He held preaching ser- 
vices in many homes in North Bay, Appleport,Sis- 
ter Bay and Newport wherever a possible opportur 
ity presented itself. After a few years on Wash- 
ington Island he settled with his family in New- 
port where he conducted a Sunday School and was 
for many years a leader in the work there. This 
brother just recently went to be with the Lord 
at the age of 90 years. 

For many years Pastor Wassel] held preaching 
services regularly at least one Sunday afternoon 
a month at the Gust Jacobson home in Ellison Bay 
He also did some preaching at Newport. From then 
on each one of our pastors very diligently gave 
time and effort to building up the work at the 
mission in Newport until 1928 when it became an 
organized church and a little later secured a 
pastor of its own. 

In the winters of 1911 - 12, while A.E. Cark 
son was pastor, prayer meetings were held every 
week in homes in and around the community. This 
continued for several months each winter and 
proved to be a time of heart searching and a- 
wakening for many. 

During 1928 Pastor Wieden preached at Fish 
Creek on Sunday mornings for six months and in 
1937 Pastor Sanders also preached there for some 
time. For a few years there was a C.C.C. Camp in 
the State Park near Fish Creek in 1936 and 1937. 
Pastor Sanders assisted by our male chorus and 
others from our church, held religious services 
for the boys in this camp. Our young people _ to- 
gether with the pastor have at various times held 
outdoor services in the State Park. In the summer 
of 1942 Pastor Selin secured a loud speaking sy> 
tem for his car and by that means sought to give 
out the gospel in the State Park; and also in 
the Village Park, endeavoring there to especially 
reach the many cherry pickers during the cherry 
picking season. 


During the war a special correspondent to 
service men as wel] as the regular church cor- 
respondent kept in touch with all the boys in 
military service and tried to bring them a 
spiritual message. 

We have no record of when our church began 
to hold services at the cemetery, but since 
1934 our church has sponsored a service at the 
Little Sister Town Cemetery on Memorial Day 
every year. Hundreds of people have gathered 
there and have listened to the gospel given 
forth in song as wel] as the spoken work. Of 
late years the American Legion has more or les 
taken over arrangements but our church has 
still had a part in giving forth a message. 

In 1937 + 38 our choir and male chorus had 


a few opportunities to broadcast gospel ser- 
vices from a Green Bay station and during the 
last year our male quartette sang quite reg- 


ularly for a time over one of the Sturgeon Bay 
stations. Our pastor also had some ppportuni- 
ties to speak over the radio. 

A few years ago one of the church members 

donated a recording machine to the church. 
Many church services have been recorded and our 
pastor has taken these out to shut-ins’' in the 
homes of our church members and others’ in the 
community. 

Church highway signs have been erected, ads 
have been placed in papers and invitation cards 
have been sent out in the mails in order to 
bring our church services to the attention of 
the reading and traveling public. 

And so the seed of the gospel has been sow 
in many ways throughout the years and only 
eternity wil] reveal-what the results have been. 


Enlarged Missionary Vision 

Much inspiration and blessing as wel] as 
greater knowledge of our mission work has been 
brought to us through visits of many of our 
Conference men and missionaries. On June 5, 
1938 Dr. Jonas Ahlquist spoke in our church 
and it was on that occasion that Mayburn Hend- 
rickson - Now Mrs. Chas. Merchant - received 
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the first vivid impressions concerning mission 

work which later resulted in a definite cal] to 
full-time service and led her out to Assam. Other 
missionaries who visited our church were Reuben 
Holm of Assam, India; August Lindstedt of the Rus- 
sian Mission; Mrs. Emma Ekval] of China;and later 
some of our own Conference missionaries - Wm. and 
Ethel Hagstrom, Wilbur and Pear] Sorley, Charles 
and Mayburn Merchant, and Paul and Laura Edwards, 
all of Assam. Also Francis and Marian Sorley of 
Japan; and Albin Carlson of Anchorage, Alaska. 

Some of the leaders of our General Conference 
work who have visited our church at various times 
throughout the years are Ragnar Arlander and Wm. 
Turnwall of the Home Missions Dept.; Walfred Dan- 
ielson and Albert Bergfalk and Sten Lindberg of 
the Foreign Mission Dept. and also Chaplain Clar- 
ence Wallin; H.C. Wingblade and Wyman Malmsten 
from our school, Bethel; Wm. Tapper representing 
the Sunday School and Val Hauck the Young People’s 
work; and Martin Erickson editor of our denomina- 
tional paper, the Standard. 

This church has always contributed to causes 
outside of its local work, but for many years the 
giving was rather desultary and haphazard. It was 
not until 1892 that decision was made to take a 
regular monthly offering on the first Sunday of 
each month. Other offerings were taken occasion- 
ally for specified causes. The people were poor 
and the capacity for giving was necessarily limit- 
ed. Later, offerings were taken with more regular- 
ity until in 1934 it was decided to take offer- 


ings at all Sunday services. For many years the 
second Sunday was designated as mission Sunday 
-and the offerings of that day were divided be- 
tween Home and Foreign Missions; money was also 
collected regularly for our State and General Cor 
ferences and missionary giving has greatly in- 


creased. 

For years our General Conference had-carried 
on all Foreign Mission work under the auspices of 
the American Baptist Board but when in 1944 it 
was decided to undertake a missionary advance and 


administer our own foreign mission work it seemed to} 3 
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give new impetus to the missionary zeal of al) 
our churches and a great forward movement began. 

Therefore, when our missionaries and Confer- 
ence leaders have visited us and have presented 
the different phases of our work it has given us 
a deeper insight into the work of our General] con- 
ference as a whole, it has shown us the needs, and 
given us an enlarged missionary vision. 

On Jan. 1, 1947 the church adopted a budget 
plan for giving and set up a missionary budget of 
$5000.00 for the year. At the end of that year 
this was oversubscribed by about: $900.00. The 


budget for last year was over $7000.00 and was 
fully met. The largest offering received was the 
Easter missionary offering of last April which 


amounted to $2352.00. 

The most momentous decision ever made by this 
church was, no doubt, the me made at New Years 
1948 when it was decided to assume the support of 
a missionary family to Japan. Rev. and Mrs. Fran- 
cis Sorley and their little boy, Bobby Jim, were 
the ones assigned to us. They visited here’ with 
us on Mar. 2lst. and it was a blessed experience 
to learn to know them and to see their sincerity 
and their earnest desire to be used of the Lord, 
They sailed for Japan on June 28, 1948, 

Then on Mar. 2, 1949 another important step 
was taken when it was decided to assume partial 
support of Dr. and Mrs. Chas Merchant, and their 
children Daniel] and Mary, missionaries to Assam. 
They came here for a visit on Feb. 27, and again 
on July 10. On this last occasion they were given 
a miscellaneous shower when they received many 
needed and useful gifts of household articles and 
linens, also $192.00 in cash for equipment. They 
sailed for Assam on Sept. 14, 1949, 

Some of our members have joined the Opportun- 
ity Band, which is a group within our General Con- 
ference who promise to give $2.00 each time there 
1s a special call] to meet specific, urgent needs 
on our Home Mission fields. 

A few of our members have for some years in- 


dividually supported a native worker in Assan, 
India. 
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‘Therefore, my beloved brethren,be ye stead 


fast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work 
of the Lord; for as much as ye know that your 
labor is not in vain in the Lord.‘ TPCOr, Loeds 


Other Important Decisions or Acttons. 

One of the most important and far-reaching 
decisions of the church was the one concerning 
the language question. If the early Swedish pion- 
eers had held tenaciously to their mother- tongue - 
and refused to make any change, the church work 
would soon have become very inefficient and pro- 
bably would have gradually died out. But they 
had a vision of the greatness of the gospe] mess- 
age and the importance of giving it out that su- 
perseded the love of language; and so, although 
many of them could not understand or speak much 
English, they were willing to make the change in 
order to:reach the growing generation and others 
in the community with the gospel. The change was 
made gradually from Feb. 18, 1907 when it was 
decided to have one Sunday evening service a 
month in English until Feb. 19, 1934 when it was 
decideditosmse Englashwexclusively, at all) wis en: 
vices. Some Swedish is still] used occasionally 
on special occasions. 

For the first fifty years al] church records 
were kept in Swedish but since Feb. 20, 1928 they 
have been written in English. 

Feb. 19, 1934 the name of the church was 
changed from Swedish Baptist Church to First Bap 
tist Church of Sister Bay. 

Deaconesses were appointed for the f7r3t 
time in March 1934, 

In April 1935 it was decided to use indivi- 
dual weekly contribution envelopes. 

In 1935 the church purchased a mimeograph 
machine and on July 7, 1935 a church bulletin 
was published for the first time, edited by Past 
or Sanders. Since that time bulletins have been 
published quite regularly. In 1946 a new mimeo- 
graph machine and a typewriter were purchased, 
Later in 1948 an adding machine and an addresso- 
graph were also added to our office equipment. 

In 1941 it was decided to send the bulletins 
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out to absent and non-resident members. 


In 1942 decision was made to purchase 160 
e steel] folding chairs with the money from the es- 
E tate of Mrs. Frederika Hanson which had been 


willed to the church. 

E On Feb. 19, 1943 we were happy to participate 
Ee in the organizing of the First Baptist Church: of 
E Sturgeon Bay. Our church has given regular month- 
E ly aid to this smal], new church every year 
fe since its organization beside contributions’ to- 
2 ward the erection of their church building. 

3 In Jan. 1945 decision was made to purchase 
ee a new Hammond Electric Organ. This was installed 
one year later. Friends of the church had some 
time previously donated an electric organ which 
had been in use since July 1940. This organ was 
now given to the church at Sturgeon Bay. 

On Nov, 25, 1946-it was decided to give $300 
for a cottage at our Assembly grounds at Wood 
Lake, Wis. And in Nov. 1951 we gave a used elec- 
tric dish washer to Wood Lake. 

Jan. 1, 1947 the church adopted the Standard 
Budget Plan whereby each family in our member- 
ship receives our denominational paper. 

At the Annual meeting at New Years 1949 it 
was decided to give $1000.00 to the Building Fund 
for the Conference Headquarters building in Chi- 
cago to be paid on a three year plan. 

On Nov. 16, 1949 the church decided to spon- 
sor a displaced persons family from Germany but 
it seemed for a time as if this plan would not 
be brought to completion. In February of this 
year the matter was again taken up, new contacts 
were made, and we have now received definite worn 
that the family wil] come this summer. 
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At the annual meeting at New Year 1950 it 
was decided to change the time for our annual 
meeting to April to correspond with the fiscal] 


year of our Conference. 


The Buildings 


During these last 25 years we have not erect- 


ed any new buildings but many changes and im- 
f provements have been made on the church property. 
B In 1929 the back part of the church was 
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quite extensively remodeled making room for the 
balcony and several class rooms. At this time 
also the tower was built. 

On Dec. 17, 1930 the church buildings’ were 
connected with the high falls power line for 
electric power. Previous to this we had a Kohler 
Electric Plant, installed in 1926, to provide 
light for church and parsonage. 

When our church was built in 1916 only a 
partial basement was finished but in 1932 it was 
decided to enlarge it. Many of our men worked 
very diligently at the task-of digging out the 
unexcavated part until a complete basement’ was 
finished in 1935. In 1950 it was completed with 
rubber tile floor and new ceiling which were do- 
nated. Since very early days we had had stable 


buildings to the south of the church to ' house 
the horses who faithfully brought people to 
church in al] kinds of weather. Now that the 
horses no longer came to church, having been 
superseded by the automobile, the stables were 
unnecessary and were removed in the spring of 
19335 

The new S.E. entrance of the church was 


built in 1937. The platform was re-arranged to 
make more room for the choir. A new ceiling and 
light fixtures were installed; these were donat- 
ed by members of the church. 

Over a period of years between 1939 and 1944 
a number of improvements were made at the parsor 
age. A new heating system was installed and also 
a pressure water system; the exterior walls were 
insulated and covered with asbestos shingles;the 
old.summer kitchen was made over to be used as 
a garage; new ceilings and floors were added to 
the upStairs rooms; and the front rooms were re- 
modeled. Then in 1958 the kitchen part was tho- 
roughly remodeled and renovated so that there is 
a completely modernized kitchen and bath, 

Other improvements in the church are: rest 
rooms installed in the basement in 1941; later a 
new heating system was installed; the Beginners 
class room and an adjoining room at the S.W.cor- 
ner were remodeled and enlarged. In 1950, the 
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labrary room was partly soundproofed for a 
nursery, and a loudspeaking system was installed 
this was donated, also the front steps of the 
church were re-built. At the annual meeting in 
April, 1952 it was decided to put a new roof. on 
the church building 

New pulpit furniture was donated by members 
and friends of the church in1950 also a piano 
for use in the lower auditorium, 

The lawn has been landscaped and trees 
planted to make the outside surroundings more at- 
tractive. 
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The total amount of money disbursed during 
the 75 years is as follows: 


For the General Fund STIPE 3 78 S67 

For Missions ' (OU Geo + 

Making a Grand Total of $251,564.01 
eee eee PIES eee seee 


Organizations 
The Sunday School 

As has been stated elsewhere in this _ book, 
Sunday School work was carried on for some time 
even before the church was organized; but in Jan, 
1880 the Sunday School was formally organized and 
has-continued without interruption ever since, 
Perhaps it has not always shown the same degree 
of success and progress but,nevertheless, it has 
been carried on faithfully and continuously. 

Since our Golden Jubilee in 1927 there has 
been no change in leadership. On Jan. 1 of this 
year (1952) our present Superintendent, brother 
John R. Seaquist, completed 35 years of efficient 
and faithful leadership. Many other:workers have 
also given long years of servicei John Carlson 
was Treasurer for over 20 years; Mrs. John Sea- 
quist has been in charge of the Primary Dept. for 
many years, and Mrs. Gust Carlson has had charge 
of the Beginners for over 30 years. Many of the 
present corps of teachers have taught for a long 
period of time. A number of our teachers and 
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others have completed Teacher’s Courses which 
have been taught by our pastors at various’ times 
over a period of years. 

The Cradle Rol] Dept. has been carried on act- 
ively and continuously, with Mrs. Gust Carlson in 
charge for 32 years. It now has an enrol]ment of 
26. 

A Home Dept. also functioned quite actively, 
with Mrs. Aug. Erickson in charge,for many years 
until she went to be with the Lord in 1950. She 
also taught in the Beginners Dept. for over 30 
years. 

The active enrol]ment of the S.S. is now 236. 

Three classes have separate organizations of 
their own; The Young People’s class being organ- 
ized quite recently under the name of Royal Am- 
bassadors, with Mrs. Mildred Carlson as_ teacher; 
The Men’s Ezra Bible Class and the Women’s Kings 
Daughters Class which have been organized for 
many years. 

For a number of years the S.S. has considered 
the second Sunday of each month as Mission Sunday 
when a missionary program is given and offering 
used for missions. This has kept the interest in 
missions alive and led to some definite projects. 
For one or two years a native evangelist was sup- 
ported on the North Bank field in Assam. Then in 
1948 when our church took over the support of the 
Sorleys in Japan, the S.S. decided to give $200. 
per year toward the support of the Sorleys_ smal] 
son, Bobby Jam. This has been continued every yr. 
since that time. One Sunday of each quarter 1s 
designated as Temperance Sunday. On this Sunday a 
program is held, when information about the dan- 
gers of drinking and tobacco using in any form is 
given and teaching concerning the value of ab- 
stinence from these evils is set forth. 

The Sunday School is a very important’ branch 


of the church, since through its teaching ministry 


it lays the ground work of Bible knowledge that 
has led-to conviction and conversion for many; 

and by this means the church is increased and 
strengthened. We are thankful for the loyal, faithe 
ful service of Superintendent and teachers;may we 
all stand by them and undergird their work with 
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our loya] support and our prayers. 

In this connection we want to make mention of 
our Church Library. As early as 1903 we did have 
a library which functioned very actively for many 
years. Then for some time it was quite dormant, 
but in 1944-45 it was revived and enlarged. Since 
that time it has been added to year by year, and 
has been very efficiently cared for by Mrs. 
Mildred Carlson and assistants. It fills a very 
definite need for both children and adults. 

Another activity is the Daily Vacation Bible 
School which has been conducted for two weeks 
every summer since it was first started by Pastor 


Sanders in 1934. 


The Ezra Bible Class 


The Ezra Bible Class is an organization of 
the men of our Church. They meet during the regu- 
lar Sunday School hour for Bible study with bro- 
ther Gust Carlson as teacher. He has been the 
teacher of this class for about 30 years. They 
also have other meetings during the year although 
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hot at any epee ed een ard times. Throughout the 
years they have undertaken various specific  pro- 
jects in connection with our church buildings here 
at home and also in Newport. They have given’ sup- 


port to gospel broadcasting; and in 1939 they de- 
cided to give $35.00 per year to support a native 


student at Gologhat, Assam. This was carried on 
for a few years. In Feb. 1948, when Missionary Al- 
bin Carlson from Anchorage, Alaska visited our 


church, the men pledged $500.00 for the Alaska 
mission, and they have given this support to. the 
work in Alaska every year since that time. August 
Erickson is President of this organization at the 
present time. 


The King’s Daughters 


The King’s Daughters were organized in 1916 __ 
and have carried on a very active work since that 
time. They meet during the regular Sunday School 
hour for Bible Study, with Mrs. Reuben Seaquist 


as teacher at present. They also meet regularly 
on the third Thursday of every month. They have 
contributed to many benevolent and missionary 


causes throughout the years, and have given spe- 
cial attention to supplying needed equipment for 
the kitchen and dining room of our church. They 
have contributed to the Building and Centennial 
Funds at Bethel. Since Feb. 1941 they have con- 
tributed $2.00 per month for an orphanage in 
China, except during those times when it has been 
impossible to send mail into China. In July, 1947 
everyone was very happy to see and hear Miss Elea- 
nor Woo, who is matron of this orphanage in China, 
when she came to visit here and spoke in our churd 
At present, Mrs. Wm. Ebbers is President of this 
organization. 
The Mission Circle 

The Women’s Mission Circle has continued in 
active service these last twenty-five years. At- 
the time of the Golden Jubilee of our church,Mrs. 
C.R. Seaquist was President of this group; after 
her, Mrs. O.C. Weiden served for 3% years, then — 
Mrs. Gust Carlson for 2% years; Mrs.Arthur Anders . 
son, 10 years; then again Mrs. Gust Carlson for 5° 
years and Mrs. Fred Kordon who has served _ since - 
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April 1951. Another who deserves special] mention! 
is Mrs. August Erickson who served so efficient- 


ly as Treasurer for almost 22 years until she 
was called to her eernal reward in Feb. 1950.The 
women have helped to supply needs here in our 
local church, and have taken part in many pros 
jects of the Women’s Union of our General] con- 
ference - such as the Reading Program, the con- 
adian Mission Rose, the Penny-A-Meal Banks for 


Bethel], and others. They have filled White Cross 
quotas every year to help supply needed articles 
for missionaries; and for about 25 years have 
sent a cheese to Fridhem every year for Christ- 
mas. They have contributed to the Centennial and 
Building Funds at Bethe] and to Home and Foreign 
Missions thru the Women’s Union of our State 
Conference, as well as other missionary and _ be- 
nevolent causes. 


Young Peoples Work 

Young People’s Societies have been organized 
several times throughout the years and have been 
active for a longer or shorter period of time, 
but have after a while been disbanded. hisaxs 
due largely to working conditions, as when our 
young people grow up they go away to the cities 
to work or to school and it is, therefore, diff- 
icult to keep up regular, continuous Young Peo- 
ple’s work. 

However, the Junior Society that was started 
in 1927 grew and developed until in 1934 it was 
re-organized into a B.Y.P.U. This group continu- 
ed active and carried on regular weekly meetings 
for many years, until the last year or two when 
it has become more inactive. For a number of 
years this group helped to support the work on 
Missionary Reuben Holm’s field in Assam, India; 
they also contributed to mission work in our 
state, carried on by the Young People’s Alliance 
of our State Conference. 

A Junior Youth Group has been started during 
the last year under Pastor Anderson’s leaderiship. 

The Senior Fellowship was organized in 1948, 
This is composed of the older young people and 
young married coyples. One of the projects which 
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they have undertaken 1s to pay part of the trans- 


portation from the port of entry for the D.P. fam- 
ily that is coming from Germany this summer. They 
have contributed toward the decorating of several 
class rooms in church as well] as to other benevo- 
lent causes. They sponsor the Stars and Stripes 
which is a get-together for fellowship when the 
serrice men return or are home on furlough. 


We are happy to record that two of our young 


women from this group have gone out to give one 
year of full-time service for the Lord in  God’s 
Invasion Army. Donna Mae Olson joined the group 


of 1951 and Signe Anderson is with the group this 
year, 1952. The Senior Fellowship together with 
the church have contributed to the needs of these 
girls as they have given themselves to this. ser- 
Vice. 

We pray God’s blessing upon our girls as wel] 
as the other young people in God’s Invasion Army, 
that they may be able to.win many souls for the 
Lord as they travel from place to place and be a 
great blessing wherever they go. 


Musical Activities 

The ministry of music has always had a_ large 
part in the development of any church. Our church 
has been blessed with many and varied musical 
talents which have added much to the interest and 
effectiveness of the work. 

A mixed choir has’ sung more or less regu- 
larly throughout the years. Very early in the 
church’s history there was a choir under the lead 
ership of A.F. Magnuson; later Axel Anderson, Rich 


ard Peterson and John R. Seaquist directed the 
choir for a number of years. From 1933 to 1947 
the following served as choir direétors; Francis 
Fardig, Rev. Sanders, Robert G. Seaquist, Leonard 
Peterson, August Erickson, Mrs. Scherstrom and 
Mrs. Aymond Anderson. In 1947 Melvin Kasen came 
to be director of our choir, as well as al] our 


other musical activities. 
During Pastor Lundgren’s time a String Band 


band was started which continued to play and 
sing for a few years. 
The present orchestra was organized ih the 
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1934 under 
Mrs. Sanders 
leadership & 
has continued 
to function 
since that 
time. They 
play before 
the service 

each Sunday 
evening and 


: . Pastor J. S. Lundgren 
at special occasions. 


A male chorus existed for almost 25 years, 
under August Erickson’s leadership. In 1943, it 


was forced to-disband because some of its mem- 
bers became il] and were no longer able to sing. 
A new male chorus of thirty voices was or- 
ganized in 1950, 
All these, together with many others who 


play and sing in various capacities have brought 
great blessing and uplift to everyone by their 
ministry of music. 


Newport 

The mission at Newport developed into an ors 
ganized church. After many conferences at a meet- 
ing on May 15, 1928 it was definitely decided to 
organize. Thirty-six members of the Sister Bay 
Baptist Church asked for and received their let- 
ters for transfer of membership and on Sunday, 
May 27th, 1928 ate2330: pin Sithiss organization 
was perfected. Five delegates officially repre- 
sented the Sister Bay Church. Rev. 0.C. Wieden, 


pastor of the Sister Bay Church, was elected 
chairman for the meeting and Mrg. John R. Sea- 
quist, a deacon of the above mentioned church, 


secretary. (Note the historical coincidence in the fact 
that Mr. Seaquist’s grandfather was secretary at the organ- 
*. ization of the Sister Bay Baptist Church 5] years earlier. 


The program consisted of a piano solo by 
Mrs. Wm. Johnson, Bible reading and prayer. by 
Rev. J.A. Carlson; several hymns were sung by 


the congregation. The minutes from the business 
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meeting when 1U W&S Geciucu wy va pwr-e~ --- -- 
by the secretary Mr. Harry Voight. (Mr. Voight 
also being a grandchild of Mr. Anders Seaquist, 
the first church clerk at Sister Bay.) 

Pastor Wieden read Matt.16:18 and Rom. 6:3,6 
and spoke of the New Testament church after 
which the names of those now about to organize 
were read and they formed a ring around the com- 
munion table: and sang ‘Bles’t Be the Tie That 
Binds’. The pastor led in prayer for the protec- 
tion and leadership of the Lord and Savior, and 
then declared that a regular Baptist Church at 
Newport was organized. Al] the officers elected 
at the last annual meeting of the Mission were 
re-elected to serve until the December meeting. 
The church voted to accept the Bible teaching and the Bap- 
‘tist doctrine of faith, and to take the name “ Bethe] Bap- 
tist Church”. 

The newly organized church now celebrated 
for the first time the Lord’s Supper. Rev. O.C. 
Wieden led the communion service. He read 2nd 
Cor. 2 and led in prayer. Deacons John Carlson 
and S.C. Johnson of Newport, and Arthur J. And- 
erson of Sister Bay served. Mrs. Axel Anderson, 
of Sister Bay, led in prayer in Swedish and Mrs. 
C.R. Seaquist of Sister Bay, led in prayer in 
English. 

Mrs. Mary Voight led in closing prayer. The 
large delegation from Sister Bay voted to recog- 
nize this church as a regular Baptist Church, and 
to welcome her into the fellowship with other 
sister churches of the same faith and practice. 

For over a year our pastor continued to help 
the Newport Church with prayer meeting every week 
and at least two Sunday afternoon meetings each 
month and assisting in other ways. In July? 1929 
Rev. Chas. Palm came to take up the work as past 
or there and it became an entirely independent 
work. 

On Aug. 17, 1931 the property was trans ferr- 
ed to the church at Newport with the provisjonal 
clause included in the deed that if the church 
at Newport ever should disband, the property would 
revert back to the Sister Bay Baptist Church. 
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In the Service of our Country 

Within the last thirty-five years of our 
churches existence we have passed through two 
major world conflicts. Many of the young men from 
our church and Sunday School or from. our church 
members homes have responded to our country’s 
cal] and have entered military service. It is 
fitting that we should inscribe their names here 
and give them due honor for the service they have 
rendered in defense of our country. 
In service in World War 1 were: 


Clarence Heeden Elmer Anderson 
Chester Hedeen Walter Swenson 
Milton Hedeen Fredol ph Swenson 
Carl S. Carlson Edwin Jacobson 


Ernest Isaacson 
We do not intentionally omit any names from this 
list. But since there were no permanent records, 
these are the only names we now can. be sure of. 


The names on our Service Roll] for World War 2 are 
as follows: 


Winfield Anderson - Conwell] Anderson - Clayton 
Carlson - Alvin Hedeen + Paul] Hedeen = Robert G. 
Seaquist - Warren Swenson - Donald Swenson ° 
Eugene Larson - Vernon Brodd - Reuben Peterson - 
Harold Kohloff - Roger Isaacson + Bertil Carlson 
Chaplain L.L. Selin - James Hedeen + Hubert He- 
deen - Leonard Peterson - Clyde Brown - Leland 
Logerquist - LeRoy Logerquist - Harvey Albertson 
Joseph Hendrickson,- Willard Sundstrom - John 
Wheelock - Clifford Frickson - Randall] Nelson - 
Alden Peterson - Rudolph Fagerstrom - Donald Fag- 
erstrom - Douglas Carlson - Harold Carlson - ° 
Lloyd Logerquist - John Logerquist - Lawrence 
Dah]strom - Kenneth Dahlstrom - Martin Falk - 
Kenneth Thorarinson - Floyd Johnson - George 
Steed - George Erickson + Berton Wiltse - Theo- 
dore Eckland jr. 

Amang these names we notice that of our’ former 
pastor Rev. Lawrence L. Selin who went out to 
serve as Chaplain in the Army. We felt honored 
that our pastor could go in this capacity for we 
knew that he would be a true spiritual leader 
wherever he went. 
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Before the war was over two Gold Stars were 
placed upon our Service Flag. 

Lt. Clayton Carlson was killed in action 
over France on Mar. 25, 1944. His remains are 
permanently interred in the U.S. Military Ceme- 
tery at St. Laurent, France. 

Pvt. James Hedeen was killed in action on 
the island of Iwo Jima on Mar. 9, 1945. His body 
was returned to this country for burial. The 
funeral was held from our church on Jan.8, 1949 
with interment in the Town Cemetery at Little 
Sister Bay. 

Several of our boys were called out into 
the service after the close of the war: 

Hilton Peterson Robert Carlson jr. 
Harold Sundstrom Harold Overby 
Curtis Mickelson 

Curtis Mickelson - Aviation Electronics 
Technician 3rd Class, was stationed at the Navy 
Base at Norfolk, Va. He was killed in a navy tor 
pedo bomber crash over the Atlantic Ocean on Mar. 
26, 1951. His body was brought home for burial. 
The funeral was held from our church on April l, 
1951 with interment in the Town Cemetery at Lit- 
tle Sister Bay. 

A number are even now in military service 

with two at present in Korea. 
Warren Swenson - Ivan Isaacson - Donald Loger- 
quist - Randal] Nelson - Thomas Pritchett - 
Russel] Sundstrom - Glen Fagerstrom - Donald Fag- 
erstrom - Arne Overby - Rodger Swenson, 

Many prayers have ascended for these boys. 
Would to God that they all would respond to the 
call of the Captain of their souls as well as to 
the call of their country. 


Conferences and Celebrations 

The annual meeting of the Wisconsin State 
Conference has convened in our church at seven 
different times during these 75 years. 
June 19-2], 1897 - June 1902 - June 1909 - June 
1916 - June 22-26, 1927 = June 9-13, 1937 - June 
20-23, 1946 

The Conference serves as an avenue fora more. 
united effort by the churches in promoting the 
spread of the gospel in our state. The meetings 


seks 


are a time of great blessing, providing Christ- 
ian fellowship and creating a bond of unity a- 
mong the believers. Our church has always taken 
an active part in the work of the State Confer- 
ence. 

Since the Golden Jubilee of our church which 
was held in Sept., 1927, the church has celebra- 
ted three more anniversaries: 

The 60th on June 11, 1937 + an afternoon and eve- 
ning during the Conference. 

The 65th on Sept. 23-27, 1942 

The 75th, our Diamond Jubilee on June 18-22, 1952 


Conclusion 

Three quarters of a century has now passed 
since this church was organized by a few persons 
who banded themselves together to promote their 
own spiritual growth, but who also had a vision 
of the need for spreading the gospel. Let us be 
careful that we do not ‘despise the day of smal] 
beginnings‘, but may we let the Holy Spirit 
search our hearts and fil] us with the zeal] and 
vision and faithfulness of our forefathers that 
we may continue to grow in grace and to expand 
the work. 

We give honor and praise to the Lord for al] 
that has been accomplished since that smal] be- 
ginning, and we would say with the Psalmist ‘Not 
unto us, O lord, not unto us, but unto Thy name 
give glory, for Thy mercy, and for Thy truth’s 
sake.‘ Ps. 115:1. 

We pray that every member might allow the Ho 
ly Spirit so to lead and guide that we may exem- 
plify our Lord’s commands, ‘Let your light 80 
shine before men that they may see your good 
works and glorify your Father which is in Heaven‘ 
Matt. 5:16 ‘Not with eye service, as men pleas- 
ers; but as the servants of Christ, doing the 
will of-God from the heart; with good will doing 
service as to the Lord, and not to men. ‘Eph. 6: 6-7 
Then shal] the church be a power for God in the 
community, and souls shall be saved. 

The church is built upon the rock of Christ's 
deity; let us, therefore, be true and faithful 
to Him our great Saviour and Leader for He has 
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said, ‘Be thou faithful] unto death, and I will 
give thee a crown of life.‘ Rev. 2:10. 


Church Register - Pastors 
name started closed 
Charles Wassell - Sept.5, 1881+ Dec.1, 1906 4 
Li J. Olson = Dec.l, 1906 = July 1, 1909 
A. E. Carl] son . Aug. 1909 sens ULye 101 
Erick Anderson - July 1914 - Feb. 1918 


J. S. Lundgren - NUuLy 6.1918 Oct. 255.1920 


N. Werner Nelson -s- May 1921 - Nov.19, 1925 
O. C. Wieden - May 1,1926 + Aug. 1,1933 
C. B. Sanders - Feb.1,1934 - Jan.31, 1939 
Anton Anderson - June 1939 - Oct. 1,1940 
Lawrence L. Selin - Oct.1,1940 - April 1943 


Eric Scherstrom * Qctt 1943 6 = 20CC say 46 
Aymond W. Anderson- Oct. 13,1946- 
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Church Register - Deacons 


name started closed 
John Anderson © July 19, 1877 - March 19}] 
C. P. Carlson 2 July 19, 1877 + Jan. 12,1881 
Frank Erickson * Jan. 12, 1881 + Jan.23, 1883 
C. P. Carlson - Jan. 1, 1886 + May 2, 1890 
S. Burgeson - Mar. 2, 1887 <= May 18,1896 
A. F. Magnuson - Jan. 22,1883 - May 1890 
August Swenson - May 1890 - Octs. 21907 
Malcolm Carlson - May 1890 - May 1925 
Gust A. Jacobson ~=- June 15, 1896 - April 1910 
Gust Erickson - Dec. 1898 - Nov. 14,1902 
C. R. Seaquist - Dees 2 lial 9020 - June 51926 
August Johnson - Dec. 1902 0- 1920 
Axel Anderson ° Dec. 1907 - Jan. 14,1926 
Gust [Isaacson - June 1910 - May I, 1934 


John R. Seaquist April 1916 - Apr. 251951 
Arthur J. Anderson - April 1916 - Apr.25,1951 
August Erickson Sept.1, 1920 = ADL. 25, b9 5) 


Fred Dah] strom - hiSept.n , 1920 - Jan. 1,1936 
Gust Car] son = Misep tt 0 19726 . <9 Jans 31 31950 
Elmer Wiltse - Sept.20,1926 - Mar. 8,1934 
Emil Lundquist - Mar. 19,1934 <- Jan. 1,1941 


Roland Lundquist = [iMar. 719 31934 - Jan.15 1940 
Waldemar Fagerstran- Mar. 19, 1934 - Jan. 1,1938 
Elmer Logerquist ~ Beane wl el 935 < Jana 11943 
Richard Peterson ~ Tian. ¥1, «L937 _ - Jan. 11,1949 
Albert [Isaacson - Jan. 1,1938 =) Jan il wl 9.44 


Glendon Wiltse = PP bhan ole 9 38 Lan sro 49 
Bennie Leeder ~e@rliance lel O41 ans) 11950 
Leonard Peterson - Pesan. 9), 1943. = Jan. 11949 
Reuben Seaquist = O@Jian. #1, 91944) - Jan. 1, 1950 
Melvin Kasen «,enan. yl, 31949 - Apr.30, 1952 
Winfield Anderson - Jan. 1, 1949 = Apr.30,1952 
Ellis Marshman =-adian.el 1949 = Apr. 30 1952 
Donald Hatch “Ve panoe) 21950) < 
Glendon Wiltse «giJan.y1,,1950, - 
Albert Isaacson -meJan.fl,,1950. - 
“Gust Carlson -@hADr. 25: 41951, = 
Reuben Seaquist “Oh Apr.295, 91991, - 
Bennie Leeder -PAPre2 Do lI ol. 


John R. Seaquist =—§#PAPTs50 41952 = 
August Erickson - Apr.30, 1952 - 
Clarence Hedeen ers Apres0,, 1952 = 


se 


Church 


name 


John Anderson 

F. Erickson 

Aron Peterson 
John Swenson 

C. P. Carlson 

A. Seaquist 

J. W. Erickson 
Fred Anderson 
Chas. Johnson 

C. R. Seaquist 
Aron Peterson 

S. Burgeson 
Gunder Anderson 
J. W. Erickson 
John Wetterstrom 
Frank Swenson 
Sven Olson 
August Johnson 
John W. Erickson 
John Larm 

Daniel Hedeen 
Adolph Car] son 
John W. Erickson 
Frank Swenson 
Adolph Car] son 
Richard Peterson 
Frank Logerquist 
John R. Peterson 
Grant Anderson 
Charles Peterson 
Clarence Hedeen 
Richard Peterson 
Ernest [saacson 
Wm. Ebbers 
Milton Hedeen 
Edwin Jacobson 
Sam Erickson 
Leonard Swenson 
Ralph Seaquist 
Milton Hedeen 
Emery Lundquist 
Richard Peterson 
Harry Erickson 


t) 


Register - 
started 
May 14, 1881 
May 14, 1881 
May 14, 1881 
May 14, 1881 
Jan. 1, 1883 
Jan. 1, 1884 
Jantr?2 ,« 4885 
Jan. 1, 1886 
Jan. 1, 1887 
Jan. 2, 1888 
Jan. 1, 1889 
Jan 15221891 
Jane 1° 271892 
pan, «#2"" 1893 
Jan. 1, 1894 
Jan. 1, 1896 
Jan. 1, 1898 
Jan. 1, 1900 
Jan. 1 we190} 
Jan. 1, 1904 
Jan. 1, 1906 
Jan. 4] Fe1907 
Parrers) weLsog 
Jan. 1, 1911 
Jan s+] SPOS 
Jans +] Sero2T 
Jan «+ T aar9272 
Jan. 1, 1924 
Janse) Pe1o4s 
Jane ©l 41945 
Jane’ L 71947 
Jan. 1,>1948 
Jan. 1, 1948 
Jan. 1, 1949 
Jan. 1, 1949 
Jans* 1 281950 
Jan. 1, 1950 
ADTS20 too) 
ADLe coer L 
Apr. 30,0 1992 
Apr.30, 1952 


Trustees 
closed 
- Nov.20, 
- Nov.20, 
- Jan. 2, 
- Jan. l, 
o*” Jancdds 
- Jan. l, 
o* "Jandy 
o~” J ancvel+ 
om * Jan sacle 
o* “Jano, 
- Jan. l, 
- Jan. l, 
- Janw; 
sre ances 
- Jan. l, 
=r) .an ele 
ae Jane 
- Jansen. 
<2) Janroel, 
o Janse 
=m, Janse) 
=) J ansoly 
on) alael, 
- Jan. l, 
- Jan. l, 
- Janel; 
our Alls eee 
Apr.25, 
- Apr.25, 
“7 Jane @]" 
<a J ans bl? 
- Jan. l, 
- Apr.30, 
- Apr.30, 


1882 


1882 
1885 
1886 
1887 
1888 
1889 
1890 
1891 
1892 
1894 
1898 
1896 
1900 
191] 
1901 


- 1906 


1904 
1907 
1909. 
1944 
1915 
1922 
1921 
1924 
1950 
1945 
1951 
1951 
1949 
1949 
1950 
1952 
1952 


Church Register - Deaconesses 


name started closed 
Mrs. Arthur J. Anderson-Mar.19,1934- Jan.1, 1936 
Mrs. Gust Johnson -Mar.19,1934 = Jan.1, 1937 


Mrs.C.Robert Seaquist -Mar.19,1934 - Jan.1, 1937 
Mrs. Mildred Car] son Mar. 19,1934 - Jan.1l, 1935 
Mrs. Leonard Swenson -Mar.19,1934 - Jan.], 1935 
Mrs. Mildred Car] son “Jan. 1,1935 - Jan.], 1938 
Mrs. Leonard Swenson -Jan. 1,1935 + Jan.1, 1938 
Mrs. George Logerquist -Jan. 1,1935 - Jan.1], 1936 
Mrs. Arthur J.Anderson -Jan. 1,1936 - Jan.1l, 1939 
Mrs. George Logerquist -Jan. 1,1936 - Jan.], 1939 
Mrs. Gust Carlson Jan. 1,1937 + Jan.1, 1940 
Mrs. C.R. Seaquist -Jan. 1,1937 - Jan.1, 1940 
Mrs. Richard Peterson -Jan. 1,1938 - Jan.l, 1941 
Mrs. Leonard Swenson «Jan. 1,1938 - Jan.], 1941 
Mrs. Arthur J.Anderson «Jan. 2,1939 - Jan.l, 1942 
Mrs. George Legerquist -Jan. 2,1939.- Jan.1, 1942 
Mrs. Gust Carlson -Jan. 1,1940 - Jan.l, 1943 
Mrs. Mildred Carlson -Jan. 1,1940 + Jan,l, 1943 
Mrs. Richard Peterson <-Jan. 1,194] - Jan.], 1944 
Mrs. Leonard Swenson -Jan. 1,1941 - Jan.1, 1944 
Mrs. Arthur J. Anderson-Jan. 1,1942 - Jan.], 1945 
Mrs. George Logerquist -Jan. 1,1942 - Jan.l, 1945 
Mrs. Gust Carlson -Jan. 1,1943 - Jan.], 1946 
Mrs. Ernest [saacson -Jan. 1,1943 - Jan.1, 1946 
Mrs. Richard Peterson -Jan. 1,1944 - Jan.1, 1947 
Mrs. Milton Hedeen -Jan. 1,1944 - Jan.1, 1947 
Mrs. Arthur J. Anderson-Jan. 1,1945 = Jan.1, 1948 
Mrs. Mildred Carlson -Jan. 1,1945 - Jan.1, 1948 


Mrs. Gust Carlson -Jan. 1,1946 - Jan.1, 1949 
Mrs. Ernest Jsaacson -Jan. 1,1946 - Jan.1, 1949 
Mrs. Mzylton Hedeen -Jan. 1,1947 - Jan.1, 1950 
Mrs. Fred Kordon «Jan. 1,1947 - Jan.1, 1950 
Mrs. Melvin Kasen -Jan. 1,1948 + Apr.25, 1951] 


Mrs. Glendon Wiltse «Jan. 1,1948 - Apr.25, 1951 
Mrs. Arthur J. Anderson-Jan. 1,1949 = Apr.30, 1952 
Mrs. George Logerquist -Jan. 1,1949 + Apr.30, 1952 
Mrs; Winfield Anderson -Jan. 1,1950 = 


Mrs. Bennie Leeder «Jan. 1, 1950 
Mrs. Mildred Car] son SAD GeO bo ole 
Mrs. Gust Carl] son -Apr.25,1951 = 


4 


Mrs. Clarence Hedeen “Apres 350, 1952 
Mrs. Doris Lundquist -Apr.30, 1952 


Pat 


Church Register - Clerks 


name started closed 
A. Sjoquist + July 15, 1877 + Jan. 4, 1882 
Chas, Palm - Jan. 4, 1882 -Sep. 22,1884 
Axel Erickson - Sept.22,1884 - Jan.1, 1887 
Mrs. C. R. Seaquist - Jan. 1, 1887 » Jan.1, 1892 
C. R. Seaquist - Jan. 1, 1892 -June 6, 1926 
Grant Anderson « Jans _1, *1927S8-.Jans1e21928 
Ralph Seaquist iJ ane), 21928e-  Janinen.1934 
Glendon Wiltse - Jan. 1, 1934 - Jan.1, 1948 
Bennie Leeder - Jan. 1, 1948 - 
es38 2228 sees see8 
Vice Chairmen 
Malcolm Carlson + iJany sl, 1907ee- Jans 1791910 
Axel Anderson = iJangvzl; 1910 Pes, Janel 721912 
Malcolm Carlson ¢<Janose1, 1912982; Jans1241913 
Fred Dah] strom + Janes), 1913 eps Jianj171928 
Elmer Wiltse + Janes), 1928 2fen Jans eel9 32 
Gust Car] son > Jani), 1932 ees J.ans.1 491933 
John R. Seaquist * Jans i, 1930403) anal o 35 
Gust Carlson - Jan. 1,1935 - Jan.1, 1948 
Glendon Wiltse - Jan. 1,1948 <- Jan.1, 1949 : 
Ellis Marshman - Jan. 1,1949 - Jan.1, 1950 ; 
Leonard Peterson - Jan >], 19500 
| 
Church Register - Treasurers 4 
C. J. Johanson - July 19,1877 = Jan.’ 1,1883 4] 
J. W. Erickson - Jan. 1, 1883 - Jan. 1,1890 : 
August Swenson - Jan. 1, 1890 + Jan. 1,1893 | 
John Logerquist - Jan. 1, 1893* Jan shelo2s 
Carl S. Carlson = Jans. 1, 1925°" Nov sel 71926 
Mrs. C. R. Seaquist + Nov. 1], 1926 - Jan. 1,1927 
Henry Johnson = Janel. 192 oy vane tel se 
Elmer Logerquist =i) Geeks elo eS 


Finance Secretaries i 


Elmer Wiltse =.) Qilessls Lyle = J ale aie ors 
Arthur J. Anderson <- Jan. 1], 1927 + Jan. 1,1944 
Ralph Seaquist - Jan. 1, 1944 + Jan. 1, 1949 
Glendon Wiltse ~ J anagl, 1949 * Vane Ielose 
Mrs. Glendon Wiltse - Jan. 1, 1950 - 
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l Groups In Our Church 


Some Musica 


- enyer te 
sa eset 


Church Register - Sunday School Superintendents - 


name started closed 
C. P. Carlson - Jan.28, 1880 - Aug.25, 1880 
J. P. Gothlin - Aug.25, 1880 - Jan. 4, 1882 
Chas. Palm - Jan. 4,1882 - Sept.22, 1884 
A. F. Magnuson - Sept.22,1884 - May 16, 1887 
Chas. Wassel] - May 16,1887 - Sept.19, 1887 
Axel Anderson - Sept. 1971887 «-' Jan. 7; 1917 


John R. Seaquist - Jan. 1, 1917 =~ 


Closing Remarks 


Thus comes to an end a brief history of the 


seventy-five years that the First Baptist Church- 


of Sister Bay has been in existence. 

With humility and thanksgiving we look back 
to the pioneers of our church, who faced such 
hardships but loved their Lord so devotedly that 
every obstacle was overcome. 

In the light of their perseverance and faith 
we can but say with the writer of the book of 
Hebrews, ‘Wherefore seeing we also are compassed 
about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us 
lay aside every weight, and the sin which does 
so easily beset us, and let us run with patience 
the race that is set before us, looking unto Je- 
sus the author and finisher of our faith, 

It 1s our earnest prayer that we who live to 
day may carry on as faithfully as they, that our 
children and their children may have the light 
of the glorious gospel] of Christ with al] its 
fullness and saving grace. 


Sincerely in Christ, 
Aymond W. Anderson 


We wish to especially acknowledge the work 
of Mrs. Arthur Anderson who compiled so effi- 
ciently the greater part of the history of the 
last twenty-five years, 
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